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Pastor Jim Bredeson
As you know, I’ve been a way
“a little bit” in recent weeks. It
came to be something of a
mini-sabbatical as I was privileged to attend a couple of
conferences in Europe. The
most recent one was in Hannoversch Münden, Neidersachsen, Germany.
The town is a beautiful medieval town filled with halftimbered buildings. The town
escaped destruction during the
war which means that the
buildings were authentic. My
hotel was built in 1400 for instance. The town has some
fame in Germany as being the
home of Dr. Eisenbart, a figure
in a German nursery rhyme
and song. Also, as the place
where two rivers, the Werra
and Fulda, meet and create
the Weser River. This is the
source of a well-known poem
in Germany, “Wo Werra und
Fulda sich küssen…”
One of the speakers was
Rainer Harter of the Freiburg
Prayer House. He quoted a
German Roman Catholic
bishop who described a mass
he attended as “right…but
hopelessly right.” There was
no sense of holiness or the
presence of God even though
everything was done correctly.
It was lacking spiritual passion.
He then told of a young man
from his town who was looking
for spiritual purpose and passion in his life and found it (or
so he thought) in Isis, the Islamic terrorist organization.
He lost his life in a suicide
bombing.

pastorjim@victorylutheran.ca
The point was, are we offering
a tame, comfortable Jesus or a
“wild Jesus” filled with passion,
purpose, and hope? Are we
truly in love with Jesus?
This is a question for each one
of us to answer personally.
As for myself, these times
away certainly brought refreshing and renewal of spirit.

For that I am grateful to you,
Victory Church, and most of all
to the Lord!
Pastor Jim

The place will be performed
again in the year 2020. If there
is interest I am in contact with
a travel agent to put together a
tour to Germany to see this
unique performance.
Brochures will be available by
the time this newsletter is printed.

REMINDER
One worship service will begin
at 10 AM, July 1 and continue
through (and including)
September 9.

Oberammergau
OUTDOOR WORSHIP
SERVICE AND NICK’S
FAREWELL

1860 production
In 1633, the residents
of Oberammergau, Bavaria,
Germany, vowed that if God
spared them from the bubonic
plague ravaging the region, they
would produce a play thereafter for
all time every 10 years depicting
the life and death of Jesus. The
death rate among adults rose from
one person per 1000 per year in
October 1632 to twenty in the
month of March 1633. The adult
death rate slowly subsided to one
in the month of July 1633. The villagers believed they had been
spared and they kept their part of
the vow when the play was first
performed in 1634.
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Our annual outdoor worship
service and potluck picnic will
be held at 10 AM, Sunday July
22 at Echo Dale. This also
will be Nick’s last Sunday with
us. Services will also be held
at the church as well, also at
10 AM.
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Diaconal Minister

Lila de Waal ldewaal@victorylutheran.ca

We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we have
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people, 5 which come from your
confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven.” Colossians 1:3-5a
At this time of year I think of all the work of ministry that has happened over the past year. I am so
thankful for the beautiful times of worship we have had together, for the times of Bible study, for the
prayers that we have shared, for the children who have grown in faith, for the teens who have wrestled
with faith, for the confirmands who have professed their faith, for all the music that has praised our Lord,
for the service in the community, for the ministries that extend throughout the world, for a house of worship that is clean and well maintained, for the faith conversations that have happened over coffee, for
the conferences and special events, for tears that have been shared at times of crises and death.
May Jesus Christ be praised!!
We are a busy church. But that busyness has a purpose. We work hard together so that we would worship our Lord in Spirit and in truth, so that God’s word would be rightly taught and so that people would
come to know Jesus and grow in their relationship with him.

May
Thanks be to God for this congregation and all the work of the Spirit that happens here.
Jesus Christ
Serving Christ together with you,
be praised !!
Lila de Waal

Ensenada Christian Ministries uses your benevolence dollars to support children who
cannot afford to go to school in Mexico. They are very thankful for your support.

Our funds go to a place named Paradise, which is a migrant farming area. Your funds help to break the
cycle of poverty through education. We praise God for you and the long standing partnership we have!
(excerpts from a letter received with the picture)
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S.P.L.A.S.H Coordinator

Friday, June 1
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday, June 3
Youth worship
service at
10:30 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~
Tuesday, June 5,
Senior’s Lunch at
12:00 p.m.

Thanks so much
Harvey & Delores Stock
for cooking up such
delicious food!
Thank you to Edgar and
Loretta Jans and
Lila de Waal for
providing the music!

Your commitment was very
much appreciated by the children and staff.
Please consider this ministry in
your fall schedule.
Wrap-up meeting Thursday,
June 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Let’s share
your experiences and plan
for September.
Have a wonderful summer!
Judy Brown

~~~~~~~~~~~
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At the end of the season,
Victory Lutheran Women
join with the other Lutheran
churches for a joint Bible
study. This is a beautiful
evening to join with our
sisters in Christ for Bible
study, praise and fellowship.
St. Peter Lutheran ladies
are the hostesses this year.
We invite all ladies to attend
on Wednesday, June 13th at
7:00 p.m.
After our June meeting on
June 20th we will break for
July and August and come
together again on Wednesday, September 19th.
May God richly bless your
summer!

will not be published
in July or August.

Thank you to all of you
who brought salads and
desserts.
Thank you to all of you
who attended and make
our senior’s lunch so very
special.

BEGINS
July 1st
ENDS ON
September 9

Breaking for July & August see you on September 4th.

TWO services begin
on September 16
www.victorylutheran.ca

beifus12@gmail.com

Our Sunday school year is winding down until
September. “Thank you” never seems enough to
express my appreciation to the teachers and their
helpers.

BREAKFAST PROGRAM
Thank you to everyone who
made this school year’s breakfast program a great success.

Barb Beifus

Thank you to our pre-school teacher Kaitlyn
Whelan. She has been the constant in the preschool room all year. Your patience and commitment is greatly appreciated.
In the fall several of our children will be moving
from Sunday school to the Youth Group; but I want
them to know they are always welcome to continue
to attend Sunday school.
This Spring a new coat of paint was applied and
we are no longer the “The Ark”. During the summer decals will be applied to the wall that reflect
what goes on in the “KIDZ ZONE”.
I hope we have a long hot summer that does not move too quickly. We will meet again in
September and with a new Sunday school year comes new Bible lessons and workshops.
Barb Beifus
SPLASH Coordinator

Family & Youth Director
This is my last article and it
makes me sad to write it. I
have very much enjoyed working here at Victory as it has
helped me to grow not only as
a person but in my spiritual life
as well. I want to thank each
and everyone of you that has
helped me grow over the last
year I do not know what my life
would look like without the
constant support I’ve gotten
while working here.
Coming up:
VBS July 9-13. This one
week adventure will show us
what it means to be shipwrecked with Jesus as we
explore the tropical sands of

Nick Csillag
Castaway Island. On our adventure we will learn what it
means to be saved by Jesus
and what he has for our lives.
Kids camp: July 20-22. This
weekend camp will take place
at Echo Dale at the private
camp site. During this weekend we will learn about God’s
Holy Word and how we can
apply them to our lives.
Information for both of these
events can be found at the
desk near the Welcome
Centre or by contacting the
church office or myself.
Nick Csillag
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JUNE 2 0 1 8
Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

KICK OFF
SUNDAY

through

9:00 a.m. Worship Service 3
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
Holy Communion
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A
7:00 p.m. Teddy Bear Club: A

6

5

4

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S
7:00 p.m. New Members: CE
8:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers: A
12:00 p.m. Senior’s Lunch: FH
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A
7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: CE

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Holy Communion

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A

18
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

YOUTH ALL-NIGHTER

2

19
9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A

11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

13

20
10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s: CE
12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S
1:30 p.m. VLW: CE
8:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO

11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

14

10:45 a.m. Worship Team: S
5:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO
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11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE
2:00 p.m. Hill/Aquino Wedding

22
3:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

25

16

15

21

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH
1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO

9

8

7

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH
12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S
7:00 p.m. New Members: CE
1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S
7:00 p.m. VLW joint Bible Study 7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
at St. Peter Lutheran Church
8:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers: FH
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A
7:00 p.m. Elder Meeting: S
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: CE

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO

24

12

11

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO
Grad recognition

17

Saturday

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH
1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S
5:00 p.m. Choir Picnic at
Mel & Eleanor Zabolotney’ s
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
7:00 p.m. Breakfast Program

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

10

Friday
1

Legend:
Sanctuary = S
Christian Education RM. = CE
Fellowship Hall = FH
Worship Area = WA
Ark = A

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO
10:45 a.m. SPLASH: Ark
Grade 3 & 6 Bible Handouts

Thursday

23
10:45 a.m. Worship Team: S
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE
2:00 p.m. Hunt/Lutz Wedding

3:00 p.m. Carvery/Glauser
Wedding

27

26

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A
7:00 p.m. Community Prayer:S
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S

28

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH
1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S

29

30
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

www.victorylutheran.ca
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JOSHUA DALEN DREFS
Parents: Darrell & Shelly Drefs
Faith Statement:
The reason I chose to believe in Jesus is because
of all the prayers he has answered for me. It could
be anytime of the year and I could be in my room
and he tells me exactly what I need to hear and it
makes me feel better.
Proverbs 3:1-4
My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart,
2
for they will prolong your life many years and bring
you peace and prosperity.
3
Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them
around your neck, write them on the tablet of your
heart.
4
Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight
of God and man.

My favourite
Scripture

JORDAN GARRY MASER
Parents:
Darren & Dawn Maser

Faith Statement:
I believe in God the
Father, creator of heaven
and earth, the Son and
Holy Spirit.
I myself believe in the
Scriptures and that God
will help me whenever in
need.

www.victorylutheran.ca

More of your benevolence dollars at work for the
Kingdom of God. A note from the Kuhn family.
Dear friends of Victory Lutheran:
Greetings from Cameroon! We are writing
to thank you for your gifts toward the Nizaa
New Testament translation project. We
are so thankful and encouraged by your
partnership with us in getting God’s Word into the heart language
of the Nizaa people! The translation team is excited that a handful
of books are nearing completion, and they are developing their
skills for sharing these Scriptures with people via their cell phones!
In Christ,
Mike, Kara,
Tobias, Gideon & Gloria

CHRIST’S VICTORY
Thanks be to God, who gives
us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
(1Corinthians 15:57)

St. Paul speaks to two kinds of
victory.
The first is that of death, which
overcomes and lords it over all
humankind from the first man
Adam until the end of the
world. Of that victory he
speaks in Romans 5:12 “Sin
came into the world through
one man, and death came
through sin, and so death
spread to all because all have
sinned.” That is death’s victory
and triumph, that death rules
through sin, and has power
and authority over everyone,
so that there is no one, neither
emperor, king, prince, not lord,
nor however rich, strong and
great they may be, who must
not admit that death will lord it
over them.

The other victory is that of life,
which rules in and through,
Christ, and is victorious over
death. Of that victory, too, he
speaks in Romans 5:17: “If because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much
more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life
through the one man Jesus
Christ.”
That is life’s victory and
triumph, that in Christ, life
reigns and triumphs in opposition to death, and that death
has no
power to
hold, not
only Christ
but also
those who
are baptized in
Christ and
believe in
him.
St. Paul
means to
www.victorylutheran.ca

say that death lies utterly defeated. It has lost it’s kingdom,
might and victory, for over
against the kingdom and
victory of death, our Lord God,
the Lord of hosts, has brought
about another victory, which
is the resurrection of the dead
in Christ. Here is pure life and
no death.
Death is conquered in Christ
and is dead itself. Life has won
the victory and retains it.
Sermon from Martin Luther in the
year 1545
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ROYAL WEDDING SERMON
Michael Bruce Curry is Bishop of the
Episcopal Church in the USA.

And now in the name of our loving, liberating and life-giving
God,
Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Amen.
From the Song of Solomon in the
Bible: Set me as a seal upon
your heart, as a seal upon your
arm; for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave. Its
flashes are flashes of fire, a
raging flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can
floods drown it.
The late Dr Martin Luther King Jr
once said, and I quote: "We must
discover the power of love, the
redemptive power of love. And
when we do that, we will make of
this old world a new world, for
love is the only way."
There's power in love. Don't underestimate it. Don't even oversentimentalize it. There's power,
power in love.
If you don't believe me, think
about a time when you first fell in
love. The whole world seemed to
center around you and your beloved.
Oh there's power, power in love.
Not just in its romantic forms, but
any form, any shape of love.
There's a certain sense in which
when you are loved, and you know
it, when someone cares for you,
and you know it, when you love
and you show it - it actually feels
right.
There is something right about it.
And there's a reason for it. The
reason has to do with the source.
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We were made by a power of love,
and our lives were meant - and are
meant - to be lived in that love.
That's why we are here.
Ultimately, the source of love is
God himself: the source of all of
our lives. There's an old medieval
poem that says: 'Where true love
is found, God himself is there.
The New Testament says it this
way: "Beloved, let us love one
another, because love is of
God, and those who love are
born of God and know God.
Those who do not love do not
know God. Why? For God is
love."
There's power in love. There's
power in love to help and heal
when nothing else can.
There's power in love to lift up and
liberate when nothing else will.
There's power in love to show us
the way to live.
Set me as a seal on your heart... a
seal on your arm, for love is as
strong as death.
But love is not only about a young
couple. Now the power of love is
demonstrated by the fact that
we're all here. Two young people
fell in love, and we all showed up.
But it's not just for and about a
young couple, who we rejoice
with. It's more than that.
Jesus of Nazareth on one occasion
was asked by a lawyer to sum up
the essence of the teachings of
Moses, and he went back and he
reached back into the Hebrew
scriptures, to Deuteronomy and
Leviticus, and Jesus said: "You
shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul,
all your mind and all your
strength. This is the first and
great commandment. And the
second is like it: Love your
neighbor as yourself."
And then in Matthew's version, he
added, he said: "On these two,
love of God and love of neighbor, hang all the law, all the
prophets, everything that Moses wrote, everything in the

www.victorylutheran.ca

holy prophets, everything in the
scriptures, everything that God
has been trying to tell the
world ... love God, love your
neighbors, and while you're at
it, love yourself."
Someone once said that Jesus
began the most revolutionary
movement in human history.
A movement grounded in the unconditional love of God for the
world - and a movement mandating people to live that love, and in
so doing to change not only their
lives but the very life of the world
itself.
I'm talking about power. Real
power. Power to change the
world.
If you don't believe me, well, there
were some old slaves in America's
Antebellum South who explained
the dynamic power of love and
why it has the power to transform.
"They explained it this way. They
sang a spiritual, even in the midst
of their captivity. It's one that says
'There is a balm in Gilead...' a
healing balm, something that can
make things right.
"'There is a balm in Gilead to
make the wounded whole, there is
a balm in Gilead to heal the sinsick soul.'
"And one of the stanzas actually
explains why. They said: 'If you
cannot preach like Peter, and you
cannot pray like Paul, you just tell
the love of Jesus, how he died to
save us all."'
"Oh, that's the balm in Gilead!
This way of love, it is the way of
life. They got it. He died to save us
all.
"He didn't die for anything he
could get out of it. Jesus did not
get an honorary doctorate for dying. He didn't... he wasn't getting
anything out of it. He gave up his
life, he sacrificed his life, for the
good of others, for the good of the
other, for the wellbeing of the
world... for us.

That's what love is. Love is not
selfish and self-centered. Love
can be sacrificial, and in so
doing, becomes redemptive. And
that way of unselfish, sacrificial,
redemptive love changes lives,
and it can change this world.
"If you don't believe me, just stop
and imagine. Think and imagine a
world where love is the way."
Imagine our homes and families
where love is the way. Imagine
neighborhoods and communities
where love is the way.
Imagine governments and nations
where love is the way. Imagine
business and commerce where
this love is the way.
Imagine this tired old world
where love is the way. When love
is the way - unselfish, sacrificial,
redemptive.
When love is the way, then no
child will go to bed hungry in this
world ever again.
When love is the way, we will let
justice roll down like a mighty
stream and righteousness like an
ever-flowing brook.
When love is the way, poverty will
become history. When love is the
way, the earth will be a sanctuary.
When love is the way, we will lay
down our swords and shields,
down by the riverside, to study
war no more.
When love is the way, there's
plenty good room - plenty good
room - for all of God's children.
"Because when love is the way,
we actually treat each other,
well... like we are actually family.
When love is the way, we know
that God is the source of us all,
and we are brothers and sisters,
children of God.
My brothers and sisters, that's a
new heaven, a new earth, a new
world, a new human family.
And let me tell you something, old
Solomon was right in the Old
Testament: that's fire.
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin - and
with this I will sit down, we gotta

get you all married - French J
esuit Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
was arguably one of the great
minds, great spirits of the 20th
century.
Jesuit, Roman Catholic priest,
scientist, a scholar, a mystic.
In some of his writings, he said,
from his scientific background as
well as his theological one, in
some of his writings he said - as
others have - that the discovery,
or invention, or harnessing of fire
was one of the great scientific and
technological discoveries in all of
human history.
Fire to a great extent made
human civilization possible. Fire
made it possible to cook food and
to provide sanitary ways of eating
which reduced the spread of disease in its time.
Fire made it possible to heat
warm environments and thereby
made human migration around
the world a possibility, even into
colder climates.
Fire made it possible - there was
no Bronze Age without fire, no
Iron Age without fire, no Industrial Revolution without fire.
The advances of fire and technology are greatly dependent on the
human ability and capacity to
take fire and use it for human
good.
Anybody get here in a car today?
An automobile? Nod your heads if
you did - I know there were some
carriages. But those of us who
came in cars, fire - the controlled,
harnessed fire - made that possible.
I know that the Bible says, and I
believe it, that Jesus walked on
the water. But I have to tell you, I
did not walk across the Atlantic
Ocean to get here.
Controlled fire in that plane got
me here. Fire makes it possible
for us to text and tweet and email
and Instagram and Facebook and
socially be dysfunctional with
each other.
Fire makes all of that possible,
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and de Chardin said fire was one
of the greatest discoveries in all of
human history.
And he then went on to say that if
humanity ever harnesses the
energy of fire again, if humanity
ever captures the energy of love it will be the second time in
history that we have discovered
fire.
Dr. King was right: we must
discover love - the redemptive
power of love. And when we do
that, we will make of this old
world, a new world.
My brother, my sister, God love
you, God bless you, and may God
hold us all in those almighty
hands of love.

PRAY FOR THOSE
IN AUTHOURITY
June 3, 2018
Redcliff Councillor Larry Leipert
Crestwood Mennonite Congregation
June 10, 2018
Redcliff Councillor Eric Solberg
Rev. Glen Dueck, MH Church of
God
June 17, 2018
Redcliff Councillor Jim Steinke
Reverends Al Derry & Mike
Collinge, Dream Centre
June 24, 2018
MH Mayor Ted Clugston
Rev. Matt Round, Evangelical Free

COMMUNITY PRAYER

4th Tuesday of every
month, 7:00 p.m. here
at Victory.
Next time: June 26
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I’VE GOT A COMPLAINT
Dealership person: thank you for calling Best Buy Motors, how may I help you?
Car owner: Hello, I wonder if you can help me, I’ve got a complaint.
Dealership person: Of course, I’ll be happy to help you? What is the nature of your
complaint?
Car owner: I bought a car from you 2 days ago and it only works in the daytime.
Dealership person: That is impossible! What brings you to this conclusion?
Car owner: I’ve never had any problem with my standard cars,
but now that you’ve got me into an automatic – well, it’s a piece of junk!
Dealership person: Tell me what you are experiencing and we’ll find a way to sort this out.
Car owner: In the daytime I put it in D for day mode and it works perfectly. At night I put it in N for night
mode and it just sits there. Won’t move, won’t go anywhere!
Dealership person laughing: I’ve never heard of those features. Where in the car are you seeing these?
Car owner: Where you change gears – the gear box. I had to walk home the other night. Stranded I was.
Car wouldn’t move when I put it in Night mode.
Dealership person laughing harder: The N is for neutral, not night mode.
Car owner: This car is messed up. I wanted to make a right turn. I put it into R and hit the car behind
me! Never had problems like this with my standard cars. I’m afraid to put it in L, will I hit the car to my left?
Dealership person in hysterics: Please bring the car to the dealership in the daytime and let’s talk and
then drive!

WANT TO HEAR A BLONDE JOKE?

Two blondes were traveling to Disneyland.
The sign said - Disneyland Left.
They started crying and headed home.

DISNEYLAND
LEFT
Victory Lutheran Church
2793 Southview Drive SE
Medicine Hat, AB
T1B 2H1
P:403-527-5617
E:office@victorylutheran.ca
W: www.victorylutheran.ca
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