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Pastor Jim Bredeson
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CHILDREN IN WORSHIP,
OR THE MORTIFICATION
OF THE PARENTS

“Lion and Lamb”
It’s said that March “comes in like a
lion and goes out like a lamb.” This
year, given the lack of winter, it may
very well come in like a lamb.

It seems fitting during this penitential
season to talk a bit about taking our
children to worship. There are no
greater instruments of joy and humility
in my life than our five charming and
curious children. More often than not
over our 7 years of child rearing and
church going, have I sat in the pew,
translating references in the liturgy to
“the flesh,” to, “the mortification of the
flesh.” Oh, the embarrassment! Oh, the
travails!

The words “lion” and “lamb” in the
saying remind me that both are used
of Jesus. In fact, in the course of just
two verses both seemingly contradictory words are used of him. “But
one of the twenty-four elders said to
me, ‘Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the heir to David’s
throne, has won the victory. He is
worthy to open the scroll and its seven seals.’ Then I saw a Lamb that
looked as if it had been slaughtered,
but it was now standing between the
throne and the four living beings and
among the twenty-four elders.”
Who has ever heard of a lamb-like
lion or lion-like lamb? Yet both
describe our Saviour and most especially the events of Holy Week which
we will mark this month. Jesus is the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the majestic king. And yet he is also the sacrificial Lamb that was slain. Without
the sacrifice there would be no majestic and glorious kingdom.
Regardless of the weather, this
month will go out as Lion and Lamb
as we mark Good Friday and Easter
Sunday and remember the hope of
the resurrection and eternal life that
is ours because of Jesus.
Be strong in the Lord!
Pastor Jim

(You mean your family doesn’t look just
like this in church?)
Our parish has a beautiful statement
on our website about this:
“Children are lovingly invited to our
services to participate in the rhythms of
the liturgy. In practice, this means that
the sounds of children – ranging from
laughter to cries – are viewed not as
distractions, but reminders that we as a
church are all called to be as little children. We do not consider our children
future members in training, but rather
full members in the present: embraced,
accepted, and joyfully welcomed into
our corporate worship. This also means
that we seek to create a Christian culture
that engages and envelopes our families
– a culture that radiates outward from
the Table that we share on Sunday.”
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Some Sundays the cries and fighting
seem to outweigh the reverent and
prayerful moments, and I wish that I
could go back to my seven-year-ago
overly-earnest and serious self, and tell
her a few things:
Relax. There are different stages in a
child’s development, some more delightful than others, and there are necessarily challenges in teaching a two
year old to be quiet and still. At times
you will have to rely on the forbearance of the congregation while you
train your little one in proper church
behavior. We have been fortunate
that our congregation is so positive and
welcoming to children, in all their varieties of behavior!
Obviously, there are times when removal from service is necessary, and
this should not be felt to be a failure. Simply take The Screamer out,
and instruct them in what proper behavior is. Even two year olds understand when they have not met expectations.
The yoke may feel heavy, but the longterm burden really is light. The joy that
comes from being able to attend worship with a child who fully participates!
All of this seems to imply that it takes
years to see the benefits of attending
worship as a family. Even from our
children’s earliest ages though, we
have seen the influence of the liturgy
on their little psyches. Our oldest son,
even as a one year old, would turn
anything tall and long (usually the dust
mop!) into a cross and process through
the house. The liturgy is, simply, in him.
So my encouragement to my younger
self would be, keep your eye on the
prize. One humiliating Sunday does
not predict future failure. As one practical article on keeping kids in Mass
puts it, “When parents say they aren’t
‘getting anything out of Church’ when
they bring small children they are missing the point. What you get out of
Church when you have small children is
the joy of passing your faith on to
them.”
There are few greater joys.
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Diaconal Minister Lila de Waal

ldewaal@victorylutheran.ca

WHY GO TO A HOME BIBLE STUDY GROUP?
Do you ever wish you knew people better at church? This is a perfect opportunity to deepen
relationships with your faith community.
Do you ever wish you had a place to ask your
questions about Jesus? This is the perfect opportunity to explore your questions and the questions
of others.
Do you ever wish that church was more of a
dialogue rather than a monologue? This is the place
where it can happen.
Contact me if you are interested in this experience.
Serving Jesus together with you,
Lila de Waal

The Easter Experience

“What if what happened then changes everything now?”
We are looking for people who would open their homes to a small group for
6 weeks following Easter for this video based series. Consider opening your
home.

Submitted by Mary Jane Scheske via
Rev. Gene Packwood’s FB page
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LENT SCHEDULE

AWAKENING
WEDNESDAYS

TUESDAY
MARCH 1, 12 p.m.
AT VICTORY ON
SUNDAY MORNINGS
9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
Service
9:30 a.m.
TEEN CLASS

In the ARK
with Hannah Fairbrother.

ADULT CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

In the Christian Ed room
with Judy Brown

CONFIRMATION
In the Youth Office
with Tricia MacPhail

10:30 a.m.
Family Worship Service
Children are released from the
worship service for

SPASH
In the ARK

March 2: Soup Supper 6:00 p.m.
Worship Service 6:45 p.m., “Lars Levi Laestadius”
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
March 9: Soup Supper 6 p.m.
Worship Service 6:45 p.m., “C.F.W. Walther”
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
March 16: Soup Supper 6 p.m.
Worship Service 6:45 p.m. ( ? Modern Day Saints)
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study: “Awakened Church or Sleeping Church; the 7
Churches of Revelation”
SUNDAYS
February 28: “Awakening—The Wise” Matthew 25:4-5, 10
March 6: “Awakening—The Voice” Matthew 25:6, 12
March 13: “Awakening—The Banquet” Matthew 25:10
March 20: PALM SUNDAY “Awakening—The Bridegroom”

HOLY WEEK
Maundy Thursday
March 24
Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Holy Communion

GOOD FRIDAY
March 25
Worship at 10:00 a.m.
EASTER SUNDAY
March 27
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service
9:00 a.m. Traditional Service
10:30 a.m. Family Service

NEWS

On Palm Sunday the children will
learn all about Benjamin’s journey and
complete their “treasure boxes”.

A RESURRECTION STORY

Help supply the names of
Victory grads so we can
acknowledge their victory!
Please submit names to the
church office. Thank you.

“What are the
treasures in
Benjamin’s
Box?
Come along
with Benjamin and see . . Like all boys
and girls, Benjamin is very, very curious. Unlike the children of today, however, Benjamin lives during the days of
Christ! When Jesus comes to Jerusalem, Benjamin decides to follow Him
and find out who He really is.”
During the coming weeks the lesson
will be about the trial and crucifixion of
Jesus and during Lesson 1 the children
will create a “treasure box” that will
help remind them of the greatest treasure in their lives.
At Lesson 2 will be music. Our children will lift their voices in song to the
congregation on Palm Sunday!

THANK YOU FROM
HANNA DAVIES
SPLASH is always looking for more
leaders/helpers. If you are able to assist
in the future, please contact Barb Beifus
at 403-529-0270 or
beifus12@gmail.com
Our lessons are prepared and your
commitment is for two consecutive
Sundays. The lesson is the same in both
classes only the workshop is different.
Unsure if you could do a lesson? How
about joining us one Sunday to see?

The Lord’s resurrection will be celebrated with
Holy Communion at all worship services.
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GRAD TIME
APPROACHES
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Thank you for all the prayers you gave
me last year when I was in the hospital . I am doing really good now.
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Monday

Sunday

Wednesday

Tuesday
1

Holy Communion Sunday

9:00 Worship Service
9:30 Adult Christian Ed
10:30 Worship Service
10:45 SPLASH

20

9:00 Worship Service
9:30 Adult Christian Ed
10:30 Worship Service
10:45 SPLASH
Holy Communion Sunday

EASTER
27
7:00 Sunrise Service
9:00 Worship Service
10:30 Worship Service
Holy Communion Sunday

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: AG
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

7:30 p.m. WWJD: S

8

7:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO
7:00 p.m. Teddy Bear Club: AG

13

Palm Sunday

7

15

14

9:00 a.m. Quilting ends: FH
9:30 a.m. Heart of Revival: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO

1:00 Home School: ARK
1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

21
9:30 a.m. Heart of Revival: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO



9:30 a.m. Heart of Revival: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO
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6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG
6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper
6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship
7:30 p.m. Bible Study: CE
7:30 p.m. Victory Sowers: CE
10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s
16
1:30 p.m. VLW: CE
6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG
6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper
6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship
7:30 p.m. Bible Study: CE
7:30 p.m. WWJD: S

23
6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. WWJD: S
7:00 p.m. Cancer Support: CE
7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers: FH

 H O L Y

30

29

28
1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

3

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. WWJD: S

Saturday
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

10

10:45 a.m. Worship Team: S
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

17

18

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S
6:15 p.m. Victorians: S
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S

24

7:00 p.m. Worship Service
Holy Communion

12

11

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S
6:15 p.m. Victorians: S
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S

MAUNDY THURSDAY

5

4

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S
6:15 p.m. Victorians: S
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S

9

22
1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: AG
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

Friday

2
6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG
6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper
6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship
7:30 p.m. Bible Study: CE

12:00 p.m. Senior’s Lunch: FH
1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
7:00 p.m. New Members: CE
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

9:00 Worship Service 6 9:00 a.m. Quilting: FH
9:30 a.m. Heart of Revival
9:30 Adult Christian Ed
5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG
10:30 Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Attitudes of the
10:45 SPLASH
Prophets: CE

Thursday

19
10:45 a.m. Worship Team: S
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE
1:00 Private Booking: FH

GOOD FRIDAY
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

25

26
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

W E E K 
1:00 p.m. Foundations Band
6:15 p.m. Victorians: S
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S

31

Legend:
Sanctuary = S
Christian Education Room = CE
Fellowship Hall = FH
Worship Area = WA
Ark Green Room = AG
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ON EAGLE’S
WINGS
Do you provide care for a
family member or friend who
is living with challenges due
to disability, illness, or old
age? You are a Caregiver.
As a compass is used by explorers to navigate their way
through the unknown wilderness, this COMPASS program
has been designed to assist
caregivers navigate their way
through the unknown situations
that are ahead of them in their
caregiving journey.
COMPASS provides information
and assistance through an 8
week program. The mission of
this program is to empower
caregivers and promote their
well-being. Participants will receive a COMPASS manual for
participants to use and keep as
they continue on their caregiving journey after the group concludes.
DATE: Wednesday, April 20
TIME: 10:30 a.m.
PLACE: Christian Ed Room
COST: $20.
DURATION: 8 weeks
Caregiving can be stressful,
isolating, and have a negative
impact on your physical and
mental health. COMPASS
teaches caregivers to care for
themselves. Along with their
fellow participants caregivers
gain an understanding of the
journey and learn how to make
it a little less difficult.

From:
Rev. Lesley Hand, Executive
Director
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WAITING FOR YOU IN
OUR MOST EXCELLENT
LIBRARY

I have always been awed by
northern vision, initiative & hospitality. On a recent trip to Yellowknife I was reminded of
God’s promise of hope for the
people of Israel. See I am doing a
new thing! Do you not perceive it? I
am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland. Is. 43:19

On Eagle’s Wings is doing it’s
part; how can our communities
build on that? Together with the
Anglican Bishop, we looked at
communities, resources, vision
& the gifts we all bring. The result is a new thing! We will work
cooperatively to promote Christian discipleship training
throughout the North. We
received an ivitation to be part
of hosting a youth event in Yellowknife in 2017. A second invitation to be aprt of establishing
a new diocesan-wide youth network. For Eagle’s Wings this
means the opportunity to build
relationships with youth beyond
Bible Camp age, & in communities we have not been able to
go before.
At the Roman Catholic Diocesan
office, after celebrating our
years of partnership, we explored another new thing: to
have a volunteer couple live at a
Camp during the busiest Bible
Camp season.
God is doing a new thing!

www.victorylutheran.ca
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ASPIRE

March 6: Councillor Cathy
Crozier, Redcliff
Pastors Kevin Baum &
Bob Church, Southview Church
of God
March 13: Councillor Dwight
Kilpatrick, Redcliff
Rev. Dustin Resch, St. Barnabas
Anglican Church
March 20: Councillor Larry
Leipert, Redcliff
Rev. Nancy Cocks, St. John’s
Presbyterian Church
March 27: Councillor Eric
Solberg, Redcliff
Father Tomy Manjaly,
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

+++++++++

The happiest people
are those who understand life is about serving, contributing & not
consuming; loving instead of focusing on
being loved; being
grateful & generous
instead of being
greedy! The unhappiest
people are those who
think life is being
served, loved, noticed
& acquiring!

Mark your calendars now!
Join us for a weekend of
spiritual refreshment through
worship, strong Bible teaching, and prayer as we hold
the first Aspire gathering.
Join our guests, Anders
Julander, pastor of the Backa
parish in Gothenburg,
Sweden; Eva Hellden, an
intercessor from Skövde,
Sweden; and Hillevi
Fahlquist, formerly employed
by the (Lutheran) Church of
Sweden, an intercessor, and
a networker extraordinaire.
The weekend is sponsored
by Oasis Canada (formerly
Lutheran Renewal Canada).
Oasis is committed to the
Awakening of the church in
Canada and revival in our nation. Oasis Canada reflects
the mission of the Oasis
Movement of Sweden. “The
Oasis Movement is an independent charismatic movement which seeks to promote
healthy spiritual renewal that
is anchored in the Word, balanced with a sensitivity to the
Holy Spirit. Oasis wants to
serve the Swedish Church
with a great openness to other Christian faith communities. An Oasis meeting contains Bible teaching, daily
mass, worship, many opportunities for pastoral care, confession and personal intercession.”

Friday, April 8
and
Saturday, April 9

Christianity, if false, is of no
importance, and if true, of
infinite importance.

HANNAH DE WAAL IS not
IN RIO DE JANEIRO

The only thing it cannot be is
moderately important.
C. S. Lewis

Hello from the other side,

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
TRINITY LUTHERAN,
LEADER, SK
Trinity Lutheran, Leader is celebrating their 40th Anniversary
on April 24 and you are invited to join us in giving thanks to
God! For more information
about the days events:
call (306)628-4320 or visit
www.trinityleader.ca.
You are invited to an Afternoon
of Mission Connection on
Sunday March 13 (2-5 p.m.) in
Leader, SK.
Various missions organizations
will be represented. Come hear
how God is at work in Canada
and around the world!

We are back in Canada now, missing Brazil, but are glad to be back
in a familiar place. While reminiscing about the fantastic food
and friends we made, we got to
thinking about what really impacted us the most. It happened in our
last couple days exploring the city
of Rio de Janeiro. While admiring
the view of the city from Mt. Corcovado in the shadow of the statue
of Christ the Redeemer, it dawned
on us that Christ really is the God
of this city. No matter how much
his children may stray from his
arms, he is still Lord of all and is
looking out for us. We want to remember this as we come back to
our various homes and churches in
Canada, because it is true for us as
well. Our God is just as much Lord
here in Camrose as he is in Rio, or
Nairobi, or Belize, or Vancouver.
He is King of the global church
and he welcomes us all into his
loving arms, and then sends us out
across all sorts of barriers to be not
the best we can be, but to be Christ
to the world. We can do this
through that same Christ who
gives us strength.
Coming back to Canada, we are
continuing to pray for the church
of Brazil, and have some prayer
requests for you if you would like
to continue praying.

They are:
-Pray for MOVIDA, that they
would continue to move lives and
encourage people to join in global
missions
-Pray that the staff and volunteers
at CASACAP would continue to
be able to meet the physical and
spiritual needs of those they minister to
-Pray that this experience would
continue to mould and shape the
three of us
Thank you all for your prayers!
They were deeply appreciated.
Team Brazil, signing out.

SUMMER IS

Please be thinking about
your part in
VBS 2016
July 4-8
and
TEEN CAMP
AUGUST 15-20
Sign up at the Welcome
Centre

Date: Thursday, March 10
Time: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Place: Glenview Nazarene
Church, 4072 Strachan Rd. SE
Cost: Free
What is it?
How does it impact the family?
Warning signs
How to help someone
Pre-registration is requested
Please email: aimees@mhwss.ca
or phone 403-529-9300
Refreshments will be served

Medicine Hat Pregnancy &
Family Support
Annual General Meeting
Baby
formula
&
diapers
needed

Submitted by: Pastor Emil Krause
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FAMILY VIOLENCE
EDUCATION SEMINAR

www.victorylutheran.ca

March 21st, 2016
7:00 pm
at 321 6th Avenue SE
For more information please call
403.504.8560
or email mhpsc1@yahoo.ca
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12 REASONS CHRISTIANS DON’T GO
TO SPORTS EVENTS ANYMORE
1. Every time I went, they asked me for money.
2. The people sitting in my row didn’t seem
very friendly.
3. The seats were very hard.
4. The coach never came to visit me.
5. The referees made a decision I didn’t agree
with.
6. I was sitting with hypocrites—they only came to see what the
teams were wearing!
7. Some games went into overtime and I was late getting home.
A new business was opening, 8. The band played some songs I had never heard before.
and one of the owner's friends 9. The games are scheduled on my only day to sleep in and run
errands.
sent
10.
My parents took me to too many games when I was growing up.
flowers for the occasion.
11. Since I read a book on sports, I feel that I know more than the
But when the owner read the
coaches, anyway.
card with the flowers, it said.
12.
I
don’t want to take my children because I want them to choose
"Rest in Peace"
for
themselves what sport they like best.
The owner was little upset
________________________________________________________________
and called the florist to complain. After he had told the floNot good, I
How’s your
rist about the
had eggs for
diet going?
Scrambled?
cadbury
obvious mistake, the florist
breakfast
said, "Sir, I'm really sorry for
he mistake, but rather than
getting angry, you should imagine this:
Somewhere there is a funeral
taking place today, and they
have flowers with a note
saying:
"Congratulations on
your new location."
Submitted
by Inge
Van
Montford
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