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Without the Holy Spirit we
would not be able to celebrate this great festival of
faith for we would have no
faith.

Yes, it’s the “most wonderful
time of the year” “when the
weather outside is frightful”
and “gee, the traffic is terrific.”
I love this time of year. But it
really seems to come earlier
and faster every year. In some
ways it is. Christmas merchandise and decorations were up
by the beginning of November. The Christmas music
channel is already playing on
satellite radio.
This year we will be focusing
on a character of the Christmas story who is often overlooked in our retelling of the
ancient story of Good News:
the Holy Spirit! Every week
we confess that we believe in
the fact that Christ was
“conceived by the Holy Spirit”
but at least I can confess that
I have not always kept that in
mind. Without the Holy Spirit
there would be NO Christmas.

Presenting our new banner…..

We will review the work of
the Holy Spirit as He moved in
and through various characters of the Christmas story
such as Mary and Elizabeth
(and in her the unborn John
the Baptist), Zechariah, and
Joseph. There are others as
well who we will not mention
in our series like the Magi and
Anna & Simeon.
The Holy Spirit’s work is to lift
up and proclaim Jesus and this
Christmas we will praise Him
for his work in and through us
as well.
Pastor Jim

Victory Kidz
Barb Beifus
beifus12@gmail.com
During the month of November
the Victory Kidz had a great
time making food items relating to the Bible lessons. The
“Cooking with Jesus” curriculum continued for the first two
weeks in November with the
story of The Resurrection and
being disciples of Jesus. We
also had Christmas Craft
Sunday, where the older
Victory Kidz made Christmas
bells from mini plant pots,
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Candy cane decorations with
pipe cleaners and beads, and
wooden angels. Our preschoolers decorated felt Christmas tree door hangers and
made Candy canes. We had
great fun and will be
sharing our crafts with our church
members at the Good Samaritan’s Society.
On December 16th, we will
have a spontaneous Christmas
Pageant at the 10:30 a.m. service.
Also on this day we will also
have our “Noisy Offering”!
Remember to bring your loose
change that day. Funds raised
will go towards supplies
needed for the “Mission to
Mexico.”
Our Christmas break from
Victory Kidz will begin on
December 23rd and resume on
January 6th, 2019. New sign-up
sheets for teachers and helpers are available at the Welcome Centre.

May the Peace and Joy
of Christmas
Live in your heart
all year long.
Barb Beifus
Victory Kidz Coordinator

www.victorylutheran.ca
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BY THE WAY
Recent events in the United
States and throughout the
world have been very disturbing. Over a 72-hour period in
the US, bombs were sent to
various politicians and prominent individuals on the left, a
man killed two AfricanAmericans in a supermarket,
and another man killed 11 in
an attack on a synagogue in
Pittsburgh. What is going on?

ADVENT TEA

Join Gary Ziel in the Christian
Education room for……..
Everyone is welcome at this
year’s Advent Tea, in the
Fellowship Hall, 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, December 2nd.
Our guests will be James &
Louisa Smith from Prairie
Gleaners. This is a Christian,
non-profit charitable organization, existing to support missions and aid programs in the
world. They dehydrate donated vegetables and package
them with grains which are
shipped around the world as
food aid packages. They have
been working in Medicine Hat
for 9 1/2 years.
The offering collected at the
tea will be donated to Prairie
Gleaners. If you are unable
to attend, but want to donate,
please put cash into a church
envelope or make cheques out
to Prairie Gleaners in a church
envelope marked PRAIRIE
GLEANERS and HAND INTO
THE OFFICE. Your donation
will be given to them at the
Advent Tea. If you require an
income tax receipt please
include your full name and
mailing address. Thank you.

FINDING PEACE IN AN
ANXIOUS WORLD,
NAMES THAT GOD
GAVE HIMSELF
December 5, 12, 2018
Resumes January 9, 2019

(no Holy Communion at
5:30 p.m.)

The 11th of November is, of
course, Remembrance Day. It
is a time set aside partly to
acknowledge the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month
when the most horrendous war
known by humanity up to that
point came to an end one hundred years ago in 1918. It is a
time to remember the sacrifice
of those who gave their lives
for the sake of freedom.

Friday, December 7
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

COST:
$7 per person/$15 family
Tickets on sale at the
Welcome Centre

9:00 p.m.

December 30
9:00 & 10:30 worship

www.victorylutheran.ca

Hatred breeds violence. But
hatred itself is rooted in fear.
A person is fearful for whatever
reason—perhaps they feel
disenfranchised or forgotten by
society, and then in turn, they
lash out at the “other,” people
who look different, worship in a
different fashion, or hold differing political views.

It is important to note the motivating factor though. While fear
was fomented in both World
War I and II, these young men
and women enlisted less out of
fear than out of love: the love of
“king and country.” Sacrifice is
for a greater cause than oneself and is not primarily out of

fear. Sacrifice is motivated by a
vision of a greater society and
purpose. Sacrifice gives of oneself and doesn’t take from
others.
The greatest example of sacrifice was, of course, Jesus.
Christ says in John 15:13
“There is no greater love than
to lay down one's life for one's
friends.” On the cross Jesus
laid down his life in a sacrifice
of love for the good of all humanity. There was no selfservice or aggrandisement in
this action. It was for others: for
you and me.
The Church has its own
Remembrance Day of sorts in
All Saints Day. We remember
those who have gone before;
those who sacrificed for us;
and the martyrs who have laid
down their lives for the cause
of the Gospel. “There is no
greater love” than laying down
our lives for something greater
than ourselves. There is no
greater love than laying down
our lives for Someone greater:
Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Hate ultimately gains nothing
but destruction. Love builds a
better future. 100 years ago,
the war that was supposed to
end all wars led instead to an
even greater conflagration.
Let’s not repeat that mistake.
“There is no greater love than
to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.”
Pastor Jim
published in MH News
November 10th

www.victorylutheran.ca

PRAYING INTO THE
KINGDOM
A PRAYER RETREAT
JANUARY 12, 2019
9 AM-2PM
“PRAYING INTO THE
KINGDOM”
JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL
PRAYER RETREAT (IN CONJUNCTION WITH LCMC’S
CALL TO NEW YEAR CALL
TO PRAYER).
WE WILL PRAY TOGETHER
AND LEARN ABOUT THE
KINGDOM’S ADVANCE
FROM CHARLES AND ANITA
JACKSON. CHARLES IS THE
CANADIAN DIRECTOR OF
WORLD MISSION PRAYER
LEAGUE.

~~~~~~~~~~~

COMMUNITY PRAYER

4th Tuesday of every
month, 7:00 p.m. here
at Victory.
Next time: November 27
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TRINITY CHRISTMAS TREES

COLOURS

SYMBOLISM OF TREES IN THE
NARTHEX

GREEN for growth
GOLD for royalty, kingship
of our Lord

Group of three represent the
Father, Son & Holy Spirit

RED for the blood of Jesus
shed for us
Star pointing the way for the
Maji

White for purity
SYMBOLS
Apples for
fruit of the
tree in the
garden of
Eden
where sin entered the world

TREE TOPPERS

Angel with trumpet announcing the birth of Jesus

Dove for the Holy Spirit, our
helper

Bows for the
gift of Jesus
birth. We
celebrate
this gift at
Christmas.
Holy
Communion
Host for the
forgiveness
we receive
when we
repent and
come to the
communion table.

Clear lights for Jesus, sinless,
light of the world

www.victorylutheran.ca

Beads for eternity. Each bead
a ball with no beginning and
no end. The string of beads
going round
and round encircling us in
that eternity.
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Victory Lutheran Women
Greetings,
Just a brief update for our Victory
Lutheran Women (VLW). Our
Parish Fair which was held on
Saturday, November 3rd was a
resounding success. The following are the figures of our sales
from the various areas that day:
White Elephant Table
$ 999.45
Bake Table
$ 895.30
Kitchen (Lunch)
$ 769.55
Coffee
$ 47.70
Total $2,712.00
Sincere thanks to the many volunteers who made this VLW fund
raiser possible. From all those
who donated baked goods for the
Bake Table, to items for the
White Elephant Table, to organizers, salespeople, food preparation,
kitchen helpers and the clean-up
committee, THANK YOU. This
day would not have been the success that it was without your help.
Special thanks to Nicole
McNaughton for organizing our
outside vendors, advertising, the
set up and the clean-up; also to
our Youth Group for your assistance on the Thursday night set
up.

Control”. All are welcome. All
who worry are welcome. All who
are blessed enough NOT to worry, are welcome. Hope to see you
there.
Our Advent Tea will be held on
Sunday, December 2nd. This
event is open to all…..men and
women. Our guest speaker is
from Prairie Gleaners. Come out
and join in this afternoon of
fellowship in preparation for the
Advent season.
From our VLW membership,
wishing all of you a
Blessed Christmas.

IN YOUR LIBRARY

Merry Christmas To All!

May you be blessed this Christmastime!
Victory Sowers Of The Spirit

November 21st, 2018 will see the
commencement of our new Bible
Study “Overcoming Worry”.
This is a series of twelve studies,
the first study being “God is in

www.victorylutheran.ca

DECEMBER 2 0 1 8
Legend:
Sanctuary = S
Christian Education RM. = CE
Fellowship Hall = FH
Worship Area = WA
Ark = A

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study: CE
9:30 a.m. Teen Class: YO
10:45 a.m. Victory Kidz: KZ

10
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A
5:30 p.m. Piano Recital: S

16
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Holy Communion

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study: CE
9:30 a.m. Teen Class: YO
10:45 a.m. Victory Kidz: KZ
Christmas Pageant

9:00 a.m. Wor23
ship Service
30
10:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. &
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Service
Worship Services

3

7:00 p.m. Teddy Bear Club: A

9
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Christmas Candlelight Worship:
Christmas Eve: 5:30, 7:00 & 9:00 p.m.
Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m. December 30: 9:00 & 10:30

9:00 a.m. Worship Service 2
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
Holy Communion
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study: CE
9:30 a.m. Teen Class: YO
10:45 a.m. Victory Kidz: KZ
2:00 p.m. Advent Tea: FH

Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers: A 4
12:00 p.m. Senior’s Lunch: FH
11:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
6:30 p.m. Women’s Retreat
Planning: Lila’s office
8:00 p.m. A.A: FH

6:00 p.m. Elders & Staff Party: FH

5:30 p.m.

31

24

7:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m

12
10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots: KZ
12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: PO
1:30 p.m. VLW: FH
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO
6:00 p.m. TOPS: KZ
7:00 p.m. Bible Study: CE

18
9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers: FH
10:00 a.m. Lila at Teeoda Lila
11:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
7:00 p.m. Community Prayer: S

Christmas Day

19
10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots: KZ
10:30 a.m. Caregivers: CE
12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: PO
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO
6:00 p.m. TOPS: KZ
8:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO

26

25

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH
6:00 p.m. Youth Worship Team: CE
6:15 p.m. Victorians: S
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S
8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet: S

Office

8

7

6

8:00 a.m. Kids Christmas Camp at
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE
Kin Coulee Park
5:30 p.m. Starry Night In Bethlehem

13

15

14

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH
12:30 p.m. Ministerial: CE
1:30 p.m. Victory Sowers: KZ
6:00 p.m. Youth Worship Team: CE
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S
8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet: S

10:00 a.m. Scrapbooking
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

20

21

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH
2:00 p.m. Pastor Jim at Masterpiece
6:00 p.m. Youth Worship Team: CE
7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S
8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet: S

22
11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

27

28

29

4:00 p.m. Clish/ Miller Wedding

10:00 Worship Service

Church
www.victorylutheran.ca

10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots: KZ
12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: PO
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO
6:00 p.m. TOPS: KZ
7:00 p.m. Bible Study: CE
8:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO

11

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers: CE
10:00 a.m. Christmas Service at
Teeoda with Lila
11:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp:

17
1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE
5:30 p.m. TOPS: A

5

11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

11:00 a.m. Al-Anon: CE

Closed
www.victorylutheran.ca
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Mission to Africa
June 2019

R wanda so that the P astors and
Teachers of our local congregations may grow intellectually and
S piritually.
We request you that Y our Ministry to Men and to Women can
plan two or three trips per each
year to R wanda to provide
teachings to our Men and Women who are within our local congregations. Y ou plan the same
to Y outh and Children.

---Rwanda
Rwanda is a success story of
Africa. From a once divided and
devastated country, it has become the safest country on the
continent and among the most
prosperous. Recently
Volkswagen opened an assembly plant in the country. I have
been asked to come and help a
fledgling Lutheran church in
that country.

Pastor Jean Claude Maniragaba,
president of the newly formed
Reformed Lutheran Church of
Rwanda writes:

We need you and them (E lders,
Deacons and Lay people from
your congregation) to establish
a strong relationship with the
church of R wanda and to teach/
train and offer seminars and
conferences/workshops in

R everend, generally, we wish
our Lutheran Congregations become confessional Lutheran
Congregations. F or you, you
have grown up in the Lutheran
Doctrine, so you can be our
teachers/trainers and we too
become a good Lutheran
Church that is teaching the true
doctrine.
R everend, you and the E lders
and Deacons and also the
Christians are welcome to
R wanda at any time. R wanda
has peace, so you are welcome to share the Word of God
to the people of R wanda and
train all leaders of The R eformed Lutheran Church of
R wanda.
The purpose of this trip is to
train pastors and leaders of
the church in what it means
to be Lutheran and to build
relationships with them that
can be mutually beneficial in
the future.

If you’d like to help:
Write a cheque to: Oasis
Canada and give to the pastor
or mail to: c/o Ted Hill, 122
Caledonia St. Wetaskiwin, AB
T9A 3H4. Please note Africa
Mission on memo line.
Or, Go Fund Me @ Africa 2019
www.victorylutheran.ca
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Or, Canada Helps and search
for Lutheran Renewal Canada.
Please do not make cheques to
Victory. Thanks!

There is an old Mexican legend about how Poinsettias
and Christmas come together, it goes like this:
There was once a poor Mexican girl
called Pepita who had no present
to give the the baby Jesus at the
Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita
walked to the chapel, sadly, her
cousin Pedro tried to cheer her up.
'Pepita', he said "I'm sure that even
the smallest gift, given by someone
who loves him will make Jesus Happy."
Pepita didn't know what she could
give, so she picked a small handful
of weeds from the roadside and
made them into a a small bouquet.
She felt embarrassed because she
could only give this small present to
Jesus. As she walked through the
chapel to the altar, she remembered what Pedro had said. She
began to feel better, knelt down
and put the bouquet at the bottom
of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the
bouquet of weeds burst into bright
red flowers, and everyone who saw
them were sure they had seen a
miracle. From that day on, the
bright red flowers were known as
the 'Flores de Noche Buena', or
'Flowers of the Holy Night'.
The shape of the poinsettia flower
and leaves are sometimes thought
as a symbol of the Star of
Bethlehem which led the Wise Men
to Jesus.
The red colored leaves symbolize
the blood of Christ.
The white leaves represent His
purity.

In 1818, a roving band of actors was performing in towns
throughout the Austrian Alps.
On December 23 they arrived
at Oberndorf, a village near
Salzburg where they were to
re-enact the story of Christ's
birth in the small Church of St.
Nicholas.
Unfortunately, the St. Nicholas'
church organ wasn't working
and would not be repaired
before Christmas. Because the
church organ was out of commission, the actors presented
their Christmas drama in a
private home. That Christmas
presentation of the events in
the first chapters of Matthew
and Luke put assistant pastor
Josef Mohr in a meditative
mood. Instead of walking
straight to his house that night,
Mohr took a longer way home.
The longer path took him up
over a hill overlooking the
village.
From that hilltop, Mohr looked
down on the peaceful snowcovered village. Reveling in
majestic silence of the wintry
night, Mohr gazed down at the
glowing Christmas-card like
scene. His thoughts about the
Christmas play he had just
seen made him remember a

poem he had written a couple
of years before. That poem
was about the night when
angels announced the birth of
the long-awaited Messiah to
shepherds on a hillside.

— the Rainers and the
Strassers — heard it.
Captivated by "Silent Night,"
both groups put the new song
into their Christmas season
repertoire.

Mohr decided those words
might make a good carol for
his congregation the following
evening at their Christmas Eve
service. The one problem was
that he didn't have any music
to which that poem could be
sung. So, the next day Mohr
went to see the church organist, Franz Xaver Gruber.
Gruber only had a few hours to
come up with a melody which
could be sung with a guitar.
However, by that evening,
Gruber had managed to compose a musical setting for the
poem. It no longer mattered to
Mohr and Gruber that their
church organ was inoperable.
They now had a Christmas
carol that could be sung without that organ.

The Strasser sisters spread
the carol across northern
Europe. In 1834, they performed "Silent Night" for King
Frederick William IV of Prussia, and he then ordered his
cathedral choir to sing it every
Christmas Eve.

On Christmas Eve, the little
Oberndorf congregation heard
Gruber and Mohr sing their
new composition to the accompaniment of Gruber's guitar.
Weeks later, well-known organ
builder Karl Mauracher arrived
in Oberndorf to fix the organ in
St. Nicholas church. When
Mauracher finished, he
stepped back to let Gruber test
the instrument. When Gruber
sat down, his fingers began
playing the simple melody he
had written for Mohr's Christmas poem. Deeply impressed,
Mauracher took copies of the
music and words of "Silent
Night" back to his own Alpine
village, Kapfing. There, two
well-known families of singers

www.victorylutheran.ca

Twenty years after "Silent
Night" was written, the Rainers
brought the song to the United
States, singing it (in German)
at the Alexander Hamilton
Monument located outside
New York City's Trinity Church.
In 1863, nearly fifty years after
being first sung in German,
"Silent Night" was translated
into English (by either Jane
Campbell or John Young).
Eight years later, that English
version made its way into print
in Charles Hutchins' Sunday
School Hymnal. Today the
words of "Silent Night" are
sung in more than 300 different
languages around the world.
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CHRISTMAS RAGS
I’m not sure if this was someone’s
dream, a true story, or a legend.
But it was told to me long ago and
for some reason I just remembered it. Maybe because I’ve been
remembering a lot of things lately. Maybe because it’s exactly the
right time for it to be remembered.
Some stories, remembrances and
dreams lie silently sleeping and
forgotten to the point that they
seem to have never really existed
in the first place. But then a specific moment in time arrives and a
sleeping story awakes and demands attention.
To be heard. To be counted. This
is such a story.
It was cold and snowy. No one
was on the road. Everything was
shut down. It was a particularly
dark night, with the exception of
one extraordinary light, which
hung directly above an old barn.
The kind that you see on postcards taken by those with an artistic eye. People don’t see the
weathered and broken down, just
the beauty in that which has lived
life with purpose.
The barn is the home of a few
farm animals and a couple in desperate need of shelter. They have
nowhere else to go. The woman is
very pregnant. It happens. We
hear about people giving birth in
taxis. In elevators. In all sorts of
unlikely places. So the fact that
this couple welcomes their son
into the world inside a barn is not
really that unusual. But what
happens next is.
People begin congregating outside the barn, not sure why
they’re here. No invitations were
sent. A truck driver leaves his rig
by the side of the road. The farm
wife leaves her just baked pie on
the kitchen counter and her sleeping family in their beds. A couple
from town who have been

fighting for what seems like forever arrive.
A young girl with no hope
takes one hopeful step and ends
up here. Others arrive. They mingle for a while, trying to decide
what to do. What gift to give to
the newborn child. Some pace
back and forth.
Some practice speeches. Some
just wander aimlessly, shaking
their heads and talking to themselves. Berating themselves for
having nothing good enough to
give. But eventually, one by one,
the people enter the barn.
One miracle occurs pretty quickly. As the fighting couple crosses
the threshold, they join hands.
They know this is a journey
they’re taking together. Whatever
happens, it happens to them both.
The minute the people are in the
presence of the child, everything
changes. They no longer think
about silly speeches or impressing
one another with the best gift.
When you come face to face with
the Holy One, you are changed.
The very molecules inside that
barn are changed. Of course the
people are, too.
© victorass88
Every imperfection they have is
illuminated. Every sin. Every unkind word. Every ungracious
thought. Everything. It’s almost
too much to bear. But the child is
here. He makes it bearable. He
gives them courage.
One by one they remove something from themselves. As in the
old tradition of ripping one’s
clothes in the midst of great grief,
there’s ripping involved. One
woman pulls off something. It’s
not visible until she rips at it. But
in her hand is a rag. Each person
does the same. They stand in front
of the baby lying in the feeding
trough and they rip away what
stands between them and the
baby.
www.victorylutheran.ca

You see, they went in to see the
child and to give Him a gift, but
what they leave behind is the
child’s gift to them.
The rags of shame. Of never feeling good enough. Of being unloved and lonely. The rags of
anger and unforgiveness. Of
always having to be right no matter what the cost. The rags of
grief. Of pride. Of selfrighteousness. So many rags.
Each person places his rags in the
baby’s bed. They soften His bed.
The baby sleeps on their rags and
dreams of the ones who left the
rags behind. Of how they would
change. How they’ve already
changed. Mainly, He dreams of
His love for them.
The star lit their way, but the
child’s love lights their lives.
And the weathered and broken
down become beautiful in His
sight.
Each one leaves the barn that
night filled with purpose, with
hope and especially with love.
The night we now celebrate as
Christmas. The night that Jesus
was born.

The CANDY CANE
A significant symbol of
CHRISTMAS

NEW YEAR NOTES
Tuesday, January 8
Senior’s Lunch
12:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
(note: the lunch occurs on
the second Tuesday of this
month)
Saturday, January 12
Prayer Retreat
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sanctuary / Fellowship Hall
Sunday, January 13
Bridal shower for
Hannah Fairbrother
2:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Kathy Yoder
writes devotional
and children’s stories.
Connections Magazine
November / December, 2016
used with permission

Shaped like a shepherd's cane to
remind us that Jesus is the
Good Shepherd (Isaiah 40:11,
John 10:11, Micah 5:4,
Hebrews 13:20)
Turned upside down it forms a J
for Jesus, the real meaning of
Christmas and the name above
all names (Philippians 2:9)
The peppermint flavor is the regal gift of spice, much like the
gifts the Wise Men brought.
(Matthew 2:11) It is similar to
hyssop, an herb in the mint
family that was used for cleansing, medicine, and flavoring in
Bible times.
The Red stripes are for sacrifice,
representing the blood Jesus
sacrificed for our sins. “By his
stripes we are healed” Isaiah
53:5
The White part is for purity.
When we give our lives to Jesus,
his blood washes away our sins,
making us white and pure as
snow. “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash
me, and I will be whiter than
snow.” Psalm 51:7
Narrow stripes represent
friendship
It is gift meant to be broken
and shared.

They are registered at Bed,, Bath &
Beyond, online, Registry ID.
#546347460
RSVP to Megan at 306-299-7990

www.victorylutheran.ca

PRAY FOR THOSE
IN AUTHOURITY
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good,
and pleases God our Savior, 4 who
wants all people to be saved and
to come to a knowledge of the
truth. 5 For there is one
God and one mediator between
God and mankind, the man Christ
Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now
been witnessed to at the proper
time. 7 And for this purpose I was
appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am
not lying—and a true and faithful
teacher of the Gentiles.
8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy
hands without anger or disputing.

1 Timothy 2:1-8
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LOVER, GIVER, FIGHTER:
THE INCARNATE GOD
In those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be enrolled.
This was the first enrollment, when
Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And all went to be enrolled, each to
his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because
he was of the house and lineage of
David,
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time
came for her to be delivered.
And she gave birth to her first-born
son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths,
and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the
inn.
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night.
And an angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them,
and they were filled with fear. And
the angel said to them, “Be not
afraid;
for behold, I bring you good news of
a great joy which will come to all the
people;
for to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.
And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a babe wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a
fmanger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among men with whom
he is pleased! ”
— Luke 2:1-14
Some of you reading this have celebrated the Incarnation of our Lord
60, 70, 80 times or more. Some of
you are new Christians. You will be
rightly worshipping the living God
as part of your Christmas celebration
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for the first time this season.
Whether you have been walking with
the Lord for a lifetime or are just beginning your journey with Christ, it
is good to think and pray about the
meaning of Christmas. It is fitting to
ponder the gift of the Christ child
with millions of believers around the
world, as have countless believers in
generations past.
Christians gather to hear the Christmas story every December.
Whether the economy is strong or
fragile, whether we are at war or at
peace, whether we are young or old
— we come to hear the story that
gives Christmas its true meaning
and saving power. Make no mistake:
this is no fairy tale or work of fiction
— this story comes wrapped in flesh.
It is a story of bone and blood. So
with the church around the world
and with all the saints who came before us, we celebrate the gift of Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son entrusted to
Mary and Joseph.
Familiar as some of us may be with

the words of Luke’s Gospel, it is
good to ponder the deep meaning and
significance of this narrative. It is
good to take into our hearts and into
our homes what this story signifies
for us. For the Christmas story is not
meant to be recited once a year and
then to be put away, placed on the
shelf or back into storage like our
ornaments and decorations.
This story is a living story. God
wants us to take this story into our
hearts and homes. God wants us to
understand and appreciate what He
did for us by coming to earth as a
real, live human being. Christmas
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teaches us several things about
God and what He desires for us.

Christmas Teaches Us That
God Is A Giver
In this world, there are givers and
there are takers. The takers are not
hard to identify. Their motivation is
always selfcentered. They manipulate. They use other people for their
own selfish desires. Unless there is
some advantage to be gained, they
are disinterested at best and cruel at
worst.
Takers are like that. The only concern they know is for themselves. For
the takers, self-preservation and self
advancement are most important at
any and all costs. Their selfishness is
a distorted and perverse thing they
use to justify their plots, plans and
schemes.
Some are givers. Their motivation is
not to take, but to serve and give of
themselves without counting the cost.
Givers never use other people. The
spirit of giving never manipulates. It
never says, “If you do this, then I
will help you.” Givers do not ask,
“What’s in this for me?” or “What
will I get out of this?” Givers do not
manipulate others for selfish gain.
Givers protect others. Givers willingly sacrifice their own comfort…even
their own reputations…for the
sake of other people.
God is a giver. He thinks not of Himself, but of the world that needs His
grace and mercy. Rest assured, you
are part of this world God cares so
much about.
God gave Jesus because God cares
about you. God wants you to have
life — eternal life — with Him. God
will not leave you to die alone or die
afraid. God wants you to live in
the knowledge of His gracious power, the power to give you something
you could never find or create on
your own — a full and abundant life
here and now that simply moves into
an even deeper joy and perfect peace
when this life is over.
So God would have us examine ourselves, honestly and thoroughly.

The life He came to give us is not
about taking from others. It’s not
about using others. It’s certainly not
about manipulating others to get
what we want. This life is about what
God wants for us. Christmas is about
believing and trusting in God, who
did what was necessary to reach out
to us and save us. When you believe
and trust in God, then you become a
giver instead of a taker. You become
a gift to the world as one who knows
the heart of God and seeks the mind
of your Father in heaven.

Christmas Teaches Us That
God Is A Lover
There would be no Christmas if God
did not love us. The God who gave
us Jesus loves you. With pure, perfect, holy love, God loves you. This
love is not an “if, then” but a
“because, therefore.” Because God
loves you, therefore He sent His
only Son to give you life.
In this world, some will say, “If you
do this…or if you become like that…
or if you change this about yourself…then perhaps I will love you.”
God is different. God does not wait
for us to alter certain things about
ourselves, improve certain personal
attributes or make ourselves more
acceptable before He comes to us
with His holy love. This Lover is
different.
God loves because we are His own
and He is our Father. He made us.
He created us in our mother’s
wombs. He loves you and sent His
Son Jesus so that you would not die
but have life with Him that stretches
from this present moment into God’s
eternal future.
It is in God’s love…and only in
God’s love…that the love we
have for others can find its true
meaning and right purpose.
Only when we see others as God sees
them can we begin to have right relationships. Only when we see others
as those whom God loves as much as
He loves us can we begin to
truly love them.

Christmas Teaches Us that
God Is a Fighter
God loves us and God has given us
His son. For what reason did the
Lord choose to come to earth as one
of us? What did Jesus come to accomplish? God came to earth in
order to fight for us. Lovers always
fight for the ones they love. Lovers
are givers…and they do whatever is
necessary to protect and save their
beloved — even if this means giving
their own lives. This is written into
every great love story.
For example, William Wallace fights
for his wife, Murron, and he fights
for his beloved countrymen in Scotland.
Aslan the lion loves Narnia so
much…and the children, Edmund,
Susan, Peter and Lucy…that he willingly fights the White Witch to save
them.
In the story of The Crow, Eric Draven returns to fight the evil men who
murdered his beloved Shelly.
Robert Roy MacGregor unflinchingly faces what seems to be certain
death when he picks up his sword
against the villain Archibald who
violated his dear Mary.
In The Last of the Mohicans,
Nathaniel promises Cora that he will
find her and rescue her…and he
does…but not until he fights his way
through a band of fierce Huron Indians led by Magua.
So as we ponder Christmas and
Mary’s baby, wrapped in swaddling
cloths, for that one divine moment
perhaps all was bright and calm as
we sing in Silent Night. But all that
would change when the little boy
became a man, on that day when
the bright sky grew dark and Jesus
went to fight for us on the cross.
God did not send His Son to be first
in His class in Nazareth and Mary
did not raise her boy to get a good
job and enjoy a comfortable retirement on the shores of the Galilean
Sea.
The One we worship at Christmas is
a lover, a giver and He is a fighter
like none other. Jesus came as a warrior to fight for those He loves and
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He went to battle on the cross to
defeat our common and our greatest
enemy: death.
God created us for life. Death is His
enemy. And this enemy attacks us
from many places and in many ways.
His tactics are always the same. He
will do whatever he can to keep
us from the God who loves us, to
make us doubt that we are worthy of
such love. He wants us to think that
we are all alone, that life is nothing
more than getting ahead while
there’s time or that we are meant to
become takers who try to get as
much as we can for ourselves while
we can, because it’s all over when
we die. That’s the ugly lie the evil
one would have us believe.
Jesus came to fight for our freedom
— our freedom from selfish sin and
freedom from the power of death that
robs us of life, long before our
friends and family gather for our
funeral service. And as our champion
— as the hero of our story, the one
who fought for us before we even
knew how much He loves us, Jesus
invites us to join Him in this daily
struggle against sin and death.
We rightly give thanks to God for the
gift of His holy Son, but it is not
enough to remember the little baby
wrapped in strips of cloth lying in the
manger and leave it at that. We
celebrate the Good News that God
loves us and was willing to fight for
us. We celebrate the birth of Jesus
because of who He is and what He
has accomplished for us.
Our God loves us with a love far
sweeter and purer than any
earthly love. Like all great love
stories, He fights for the honor, the
safety and the lives of those He
cherishes. God loves you. God gave
you His Son Jesus. Jesus believes
it is worth fighting — and dying —
for you.
This is our story, this is our victory
and this is our hope…and it all began
at Christmastime.
Rev. Bruce Wilder
Senior Pastor of Faith Lutheran
Church in Albuquerque, N. M.
Connections Magazine
November / December, 2016
used with permission
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A teenage boy had just passed his
driving test and inquired of his father
as to when they could discuss his
use of the car.
His father said he'd make a deal with
his son, "You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study
your Bible a little and get your hair cut, then we'll talk about the car."
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the
offer and they agreed on it.
After about six weeks father said, "Son, you've brought your grades up
and I've observed that you have been studying your Bible, but I'm
disappointed you haven't had your hair cut."
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've
noticed in my studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the
Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, and there's even strong
evidence that Jesus had long hair."
Dad's reply…………
"Did you also notice that they all walked everywhere they went”?
Submitted by Inge Van Montfort

A skunk, a deer and a duck went into a restaurant. They ordered their
food and had a delicious meal.
When it came time to pay……….
The skunk didn’t have a scent, the
deer didn’t have a buck, so they put
it on the duck’s bill!
Submitted by Sheila Malinowski

Submitted by Pastor Jim

Reporters interviewing a 104-year-old
woman:
"And what do you think is the best thing
About being 104?" the reporter asked.
She simply replied, "No peer pressure."
Submitted by Eleanor Zabolotney
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As a female shopper exited a New
York convenience store, a man
grabbed her purse and ran. The
clerk called 911 immediately, and
the woman was able to give them
a detailed description of the
snatcher. Within minutes, the police apprehended the snatcher.
They put him in the car and
drove back to the store. The thief
was then taken out of the car and
told to stand there for a positive
ID. To which he replied, “Yes,
officer, that's her. That's the lady
I stole the purse from."
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