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As you probably noticed Ash 
Wednesday fell on Valentine’s 
Day this year. And what you will 
soon (if not already) realize 
Easter is on April Fool’s Day. 
It’s an interesting coincidence 
that those two cultural holidays 
land on sombre and important 
days in the Christian Calendar. 
Yet that coincidence is also in-
structive. 

“Greater love has no one than 
this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends.” (John 15:13) Most 
parents would willingly lay down 
their lives for their children. 
Most spouses would do the 
same for their partners. Love 
and sacrifice go hand in hand. 
In fact, true love is expressed in 
sacrifice. 

But what about Easter and April 
Fool’s Day? It is customary to 
play tricks on friends and family 
on that day. One of my favourite 
stories about this is the fake 
BBC news story on TV which 
purported to be showing the   
traditional spaghetti harvest 
from the spaghetti trees of Italy.  

To me, the great surprise of 
Easter is that Christ defeated 
death by his resurrection. Satan 
was “tricked” by this great act of 
love and power. 

We have a great goal in mind as 
we journey through Lent: the 
Empty Tomb of Easter.  
          Pastor Jim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jim Bredeson         pastorjim@victorylutheran.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wednesdays:  

 March 7: 6 PM Soup Supper 

   6:45 PM Worship 

    “Storge: Parental Love” 

 March 14: 6 PM Soup Supper 

   6:45 PM Worship 

    “Xenia: Hospitable Love” 

 March 21: 6 PM Soup Supper 

   6:45 PM Worshp 

    “Agape: Self-Sacrificing  
                  Love” 

Holy Week: 

Maundy Thursday, March 29: 7 PM Worship 

   “Eucharisto: Love Exemplified” 

Good Friday: March 30: 10 AM Worship 

     “Sacrificial Love” 

Easter Sunday: April 1 

         7 AM Sunrise Service 

                                                                   
 8 AM Breakfast 

        
 9 AM / 10:30 AM    
        Worship 
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THE LAW, MEDICINE, 
THEOLOGY & JESUS 

One Clergy’s Opinion 

Why would I as a pastor,            
attend an elder law conference? 
Because I wanted to know how 
the Law profession is managing 
the new legislation on Medical 
Assistance in Dying (MAID). 

Why is this important? Because 
lawyers are the first point of entry 
into many discussions about end 
of life and I wanted to know how 
they are navigating these conver-
sations with their clientele and 
contributing to their client’s final 
decisions and wishes.  

I wanted to know what lawyers 
were being told about MAID by 
professionals in the medical          
system or other disciplines. I           
discovered that the information 
did not include a faith perspec-
tive, consideration for the impact 
on their community (family) or life 
after their death. 

Elder Law conferences provide 
continuing education from other 
professionals outside of Law. I do 
wish that Theology could be     
included. We need a voice I’m 
not sure how to be heard               
effectively in this context. 

Lawyers help you put together a 
Will, a Personal Directive & con-
sider many of the particulars with 
regard to end-of-life wishes. 

Lawyers are obligated to provide 
impartial information to their    
clients. They are not supposed to 
influence their clients with any 
particular worldview. They are to 
give important legal advice in  
order to protect you, their clients, 
from any harm. 

(continued on page 8) 

Peace In The Storm 

At our ladies retreat this year, 
we explored the theme; Peace 
in the Storm.  We all wish we 
could be like Jesus, peaceful, 
during the storms of our lives, 
fully trusting in God.  But that is 
not how we naturally respond. 
When storms come we usually 
respond with fear and some-
times we look for someone to 
blame. God wants to help us 
live differently, even when life is 
very difficult. 
 
Here are some of the Scriptures 
that stood out for us during the 
retreat. Each group focused on 
a different kind of storm and 
looked to God’s Word for guid-
ance. 
 
When thinking about financial 

storms we looked at Romans 

12:2 “Do not be conformed to 

this world…” How can we han-

dle our finances God’s way? 

When thinking about grief and 

loss we looked at Romans 

8:26.  “Likewise the Spirit helps 

us in our weakness; for we do 

not know how to pray as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself in-

tercedes for us with sighs too 

deep for words to express.” We 

know that we are not alone, 

even when we are so sad that 

we cannot pray. 

When thinking about how to live 

on the offence during the 

storm, we looked at Romans 

5:3-5.  “More than that, we re-

joice in our sufferings, knowing 

that suffering produces endur-

ance, and endurance produces 

character, and character pro-

duces hope and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s 

love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit 

which has been given to us.” 

When thinking about whose 

faith we would like to emulate 

we looked at David in the Bible 

and how he faced his storms, 

whether we are facing a giant 

or we are facing our own sin. 

One verse that stood out for 

this group was 1 Thessalonians 

5: 16-18…Be joyful always; 

pray continually; give thanks in 

all circumstances for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ     

Jesus. 

Storms come and go from our 

lives, but Jesus is the anchor 

who holds us steady during the 

storm. 

Serving the Lord together with 

you, 

Lila de Waal 

Diaconal Minister    Lila de Waal    ldewaal@victorylutheran.ca 
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Family & Youth Director     Nick Csillag     youth@vidtorylutheran.ca 

SNACK US 

PLEASE !! 

Consider bringing 

healthy snacks to 

the church for 

youth functions. 

These donations 

are really appre-

ciated.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED FOR 

THE CONFER-

ENCE 

Sign up at the 

Welcome Centre 

for:  

First Aid 

Security 

Supper Clean up 

Evening Clean up

(after the confer-

ence) 

Prayer Team 

Billets 
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a copy of Luther’s German Bible  and 
used it as a guide for his own transla-
tion of the Bible into  English. It was 
printed in Germany and smuggled into 
England, where Church authorities 
seized it and burned it, pronouncing it 
“a pestiferous and most pernicious 
poison.” 

But Tyndale kept printing more copies. 
Tyndale didn’t give up, and neither did 
his enemies. The Holy Roman Em-
peror tracked him down, arrested him, 
tried and condemned Tyndale as he 
had tried and condemned Luther   
before him. Only Tyndale was not so 
lucky. Luther had friends in high plac-
es, Tyndale didn’t , and in 1536 he 
was burned at the stake. The Church 
burned the Bible in English. The      
Empire burned the man who translat-
ed the Bible in English. But the Word 
of God cannot be burned! The Word 
of the Lord endures forever, and the 
Bible you now hold in your hands, you 
hold because of him.                                   
You hold in your hands the most dan-
gerous book ever written. Men have 
died to give it to you, men have killed 
to keep it from you. This gook has 
been burned by the Church, outlawed 
by the Communists, declared contra-
band by Muslim nations. This book is 
quarantined by the cultural elite., 
mocked by comedians, ridiculed by 
the media in every way. Do you know 
why?                                                             
It’s because this Book has the power 
to change lives, to ransom men and 
women, and set them free through 
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. Our 
faith, our hope and our trust rest only 
in Him, and only on this:                         
sola scriptura , the Word alone.  
Amen                                                              

Rev. Eric Waters 

                Article appeared in Jan/Feb 2018               
Connections magazine                                         

Excerpts used with permission 

 

Well it has been a very cold Feb-
ruary and I know the tempera-
tures and snow had kept many 
families at home as we saw a 
drastic drop in attendance. We 
were unable to make valentines 
for all the residents at Good     
Samaritan’s Society so we made 
some for our congregational 
members who reside there. 
Thank you to Pastor   Dallas for 
ensuring the valentines were de-
livered.  

Today, the children are watching 
the video “Mr. Bean in Church”. 
This is a hilarious    example of 
how not to behave in worship.  

The first two weeks of March the 
children will be learning about the 
“Temptation of Jesus” and what 
he endured in the     wilderness. 
This lesson is based on Matthew 
4:1-11. To remind them of Jesus’ 
sacrifice each child will be mak-
ing a matchstick cross. 

Last year when the children 
learned about the disciples, they 
made fish kites to symbolize we 
are all “fishers of men.” The chil-
dren have asked if we can do this 
again, a great  opportunity to 
learn and review. 

Please keep the children, teach-
ers and helpers in your prayers. 
 

Barb Beifus,                            
SPLASH Coordinator 

 

Hi Barb.                                      
Just wanted to 
thank you 
again for doing 
this and to let 

you know that I handed them all 
out and each resident was very  
delighted to be remembered.  
 

Their faces lit up when they      
received them and they said they 
would put them in a place they 
could look at to remember you 
and the children at Victory.  
 

Tell the kids how much this 
meant to so many people and 
how God's love in you and the 
children really touched them and 
strengthened their faith in a lov-
ing God that doesn't forget them.  
 

When they aren't remembered 
there is the temptation to think 
that God doesn't remember them 
either so what you and the chil-
dren did was very important.  
 

God bless you and the children. 
 

Dallas 
 

Dallas Hjorth MDiv  MA 
Chaplain 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THEOLOGY IN PRACTICE 

500 YEARS OF                   
REFORMATION: SOLA SCRIP-

TURA 

But a treasure does you no good if 
you can’t read it. You can read the 
Bible you hold in your hands thanks to 
a man named William Tyndale, as 
Englishman inspired by Martin           
Luther, who sailed to Germany, lived 
for a while in Wittenberg, and heard 
Martin Luther preach. Tyndale bought 

S.P.L.A.S.H Coordinator              Barb Beifus                beifus12@gmail.com 
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Legend:                                                     

Sanctuary = S                                      

Christian Education RM. = CE 

Fellowship Hall = FH                 

Worship Area = WA                          

Ark = A  

 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service             

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Holy Communion Sunday             

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study:CE  

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO         

10:45 a.m. SPLASH: Ark                            

 

 

                    

 

 

 

        

  

9:00 a.m. Worship Service                                    

10:30 a.m. Worship Service          

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study:CE  

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO         

10:45 a.m. SPLASH: Ark                            

PALM SUNDAY                             
9:00 a.m. Worship Service             

10:30 a.m. Worship Service     

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study:CE  

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO         

10:45 a.m. SPLASH: Ark             

 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service                               

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Holy Communion Service 

9:30.m. Adult Bible Study:CE  

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO         

10:45 a.m. SPLASH: Ark                            

 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                 

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                   

6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship                    

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                    

7:30 Bethel: CE                                       

 

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers: A           

12:00 p.m. Senior’s Lunch: FH                                                                                         

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                                                  

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                          

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: Zabolotney’s                                      

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                    

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                 

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                   

6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship                    

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                    

7:30 Bethel: CE                                       

7:30 p.m. WWJD: S               

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s: CE         
12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                 
1:30 p.m. VLW: CE                                 
5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                   
6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper                        
6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship                     
7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                      
7:30 Bethel: CE                                                
7:30 p.m. WWJD: S                               
8:00  p.m. Young Adults         

 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                 

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                   

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                    
7:00 Bethel: CE                                       
7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                                   
7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers: FH            
7:00 p.m. Cancer Support: A

        

 

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers: FH             

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                                                                 

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                            

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: CE                                                                     

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: Zabolotney’s                                      

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                      

 

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers 

10:00 a.m. Lila at Teeoda         

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                                                  

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                               

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: Zabolotney’s                                      

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                                 

  

9:00 a.m. Happy Rippers:                                                                                     

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                                                  

5:30 p.m. TOPS: Ark                               

7:00 p.m. Community Prayer               

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: CE                   

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: Zabolotney’s                                    

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH  

 

9:00 a.m. Quilting: FH                         

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE                                      

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                         

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                            

7:00 p.m. Teddy Bear Club: A             

 

9:00 a.m. Quilting: FH                     

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE                    

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                                                  

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                             

       

9:00 a.m. Quilting: FH                        

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE                                       

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                                                  

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                             

   

9:00 a.m. Quilting: FH                        

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE                                      

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                                                  

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                             

Monday Sunday Tuesday Wednesday

   

4 

13 11 

5 6 

12 

20 19 18 

26 27 

MARCH 2018

 

 

 

25  

www.victorylutheran.ca 

 

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH                                          
1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

6:15 p.m. Victorians: S            

6:30 p.m. Knotty Pine Designs 
painting fundraiser: FH                        
7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S 

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO               

8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet                      

 

Grief Seminars at Victory           

10:00 a.m.  5 Conversations ... 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE 

1:00 p.m. What You Need To 

  Know …. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

 

10:45 a.m. Worship Team: S                  

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE   

                   

 

10:45 a.m. Worship Team: S                  

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE      

12:00 p.m. Ignite Youth            

          Conference                              

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE    

                  

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                                                                              

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                                                                                                        

6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship                    

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                    

7:30 Bethel: CE                                       

 

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH                                          

1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

6:15  p.m. Victorians: S             

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO               

8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet                      

 

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH                        

1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

6:15  p.m. Victorians: S             

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO                

8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet                                

 

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH                        

1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

6:15  p.m. Victorians: S             

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO                

8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet                                  

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  

7:00 p.m. Worship Service                

       Holy Communion                                                                                                                         

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                                                                              

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                                                                                                        

6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship                    

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                    

7:30 Bethel: CE                                       

7:30 p.m. WWJD: S                              

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s: CE         
12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                                                                             
1:30 p.m. VLW: CE                                 
5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                                                                                                          
6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper                        
6:45 p.m. Lenten Worship                     
7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                      
7:30 Bethel: CE                                                
7:30 p.m. WWJD: S                               
8:00  p.m. Young Adults                                  

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                                                                                                                                                              

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                                                                                                                                        

7:30 p.m.. Bible Study: FH                    
7:00 Bethel: CE                                       
7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                                   
7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers: FH                                                                                            
7:00 p.m. Cancer Support: A                    

Saturday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  3 

8 

14 

7 10 

16 15 

9 

17 

23 22 21 24 

28 

MARCH 2018 

 1  

 

9:00 a.m. Personality & Grief 

Conference at MH College 

2  

29 30 
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Your dying includes…….. 

 God’s ongoing plan and    
timing in your life 

 A biblical understanding of 
suffering that you need to 
consider 

 The important role of com-
munity during the last chap-
ter of your life, and 

 Its ongoing impact on the 
future of those who are  
closest to you, following your 
death. 

Dying is not an individual event. 
It is a communal initiative. The 
final chapter of life—for each of 
us, - needs to take into consid-
eration the impact on those 
around us for the sake of the  
kingdom.  

As soon as you make it only 
about yourself, you eliminate the 
impact you have on your family 
and friends. The conversations 
become totally centered upon 
what is good for you and that 
becomes the primary goal in all 
decision-making.                              

Don’t get me wrong. I believe in 
dignity in dying but I also believe 
that life has purpose until the 
very end and we must allow 
God to use us as His light till our 
last breath. I have seen the im-
pact of this over and over again 
as families are brought together 
over a dying love one.  

People were certainly curious as 
to why I was at the Elder Law 
Conference. I was pretty stoked 
about winning the door prize 
and hearing them call from the 
front, “Reverend Rick Bergh 
from Victoria.” By the looks on 
people’s faces, I secretly knew 
that God had orchestrated that 
win! In addition, while it was late 
in the day, a few people ap-
proached me who were Chris-
tians and we enjoyed some fel-
lowship.                                   
 (continued on page 11) 

(continued from page 3)  

They are to give legal counsel in 

order to help you make the best 

decision possible and protect 

your personal rights and free-

doms under the Canadian Char-

ter of Rights and Freedoms Act.  

All possible choices, concerning 
end of life, stem from the Char-
ter.  That’s how the courts, judg-
es and lawyers determine the 
legal consequences of any deci-
sion pertaining to  end-of-life 
wishes for each individual they 
represent.  

It is my opinion, that by follow-
ing the Charter of Rights in    
respecting each person’s        
individual right over his/her own 
body and life, lawyers are obli-
gated under their profession, to 
start from a position that repre-
sents some challenges for us as 
Christians in terms of a biblical 
understanding of end-of-life and 
more specifically the last chap-
ter of our life on earth.  

Don’t get me wrong, I respect 
the dignity of each person to 
have their wishes honoured and 
followed through proper docu-
mentation, during their final 
days on earth.  

However, lawyers are in a 
unique position to advocate for 
their client. They have the     
opportunity to refer their clients 
to other professionals who are 
skilled at helping people look at 
the impact of the their decision 
upon family members.  

The government has not ap-
peared to have engaged in con-
versations around the impact of 
this law upon family members or 
communities that surround the 
person choosing MAID. This 
places the law profession in a 
difficult position to manage the 
many residual effects that have 
not been carefully considered, 
resulting in further conflict down 

the road with their client’s family 
members. 

As I listened to the numerous 
presentations at the Elder Law 
Conference (at which I was the 
only clergy), I wanted so badly 
to offer another perspective. 
Many of the professionals from 
the medicial world spoke about 
the ‘privilege’ of honouring peo-
ple’s wishes to chose MAID 
(Medical Assistance In Dying) 
as an alternative. They shared 
stories and shed tears while tell-
ing about how significant this 
decision was for their patients. 
They spoke about the intimacy 
of the relationship and the spe-
cial moments they shared with 
their patient prior to administer-
ing the cocktail that ended their 
life.  

I cried too. But for a different 
reason.  

I am not diminishing the role of 
suffering. I have not experi-
enced suffering as have those 
who chose to end their lives 
through MAID.  I did however sit 
at the bedside of my wife who 
suffered as cancer ate away at 
her body—so I only know suffer-
ing from that perspective. It 
wasn’t easy but what happened 
during that time was significant 
for me, for my family and for our 
community.  

Basing your decision to end 
your life because of suffering 
needs to be considered carefully 
from a biblical perspective. This 
is where I believe Theology, 
Law and Medicine differ.  

The inclusion of a biblical per-
spective is imperative and nec-
essary. It does not follow the 
Charter Of Rights and Free-
doms as we have come to know 
it, because dying is not actually 
“all about you.” That’s hard to 
hear, but is the truth. What I do 
impacts others. Jesus talks a lot 
about this. 

Page 9 
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Rick speaks, 

trains and provides work-

shops 

in the area of death,  

dying and grief. 

Why Your Unique Personality Matters in Grief 

Do you ever wonder why people grieve differently 
from you? 

Are you ever confused by yours or other people’s re-
sponse to grief? 

Would you like a few tools that would help you under-
stand  

why your family members, friends or co-workers 

  Rev. Rick Bergh will be preaching here on 

   Sunday,  March 4th.  
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2018 Southern Alberta 

Conference on the Family 

Fortifying Our Families in challenging Times 

 

Join us for Special Guest Speakers and Informative Workshops 

Saturday, April 7, 2018    1:00pm ~ 4:00pm 

At Victory Lutheran Church 

2793 Southview Drive SE 

Medicine Hat, Alberta 

Free Admission 

For more information and to register: 

www.conferenceonthe family.com 

Brent Taylor 

Hiz & Herz Greatest Need 

Marriage Workshop 

Jonathon Van Maren 

Standing Up For Families 

Keynote Speaker 

Other Workshops: 

Everyone Welcome! 

FIGHT THE NEW DRUG 

  Pornogrphy 

Drug Proofing Your Kids 

daughters, grandchildren and 
husband because that’s their sto-
ry to tell. I’m hearing about those 
final words and even moments – 
without words – which were and 
will be important for us as a fami-
ly moving forward without some-
one physically present in our life.  
 
I’m not saying dying is easy. It’s 
not. But if Christians can come 
clean about what scripture says 
about suffering, purpose and the 
role of family, then we can begin 
a starting point where we look 
beyond our individual dying to a 
place where we invite others into 
it as an important chapter in our 
life on earth.  
 
It’s time now to have these                

conversations.  

From God’s perspective and from 

His word.  

Rev. Rick Bergh                                       

December 2017 The Lutheran                   

Connector                                                

Used with permission  

(continued from page 9) 

Not every lawyer is a Christian.           
Not every doctor is a Christian.  

Even if they are, they will need to 
be careful about what they say - 
as do chaplains working in hospi-
tal, hospices and care centers.  

So how do we get the message 
out and provide an alternative for 
people to consider as they think 
about their end-of-life wishes? 

The church needs to step up and 
get involved in end-of-life minis-
try. We need to become pro-     
active with educators with our 
flock and get the people of God 
positioned to talk to their families, 
neighbours and friends about 
end-of-life from God’s perspec-
tive.  

We have a different perspective. 
And we must present it clearly—
with compassion and with            
evidence.  

There is a precedence for allow-
ing God to decide when we 
should take our last breath. Not 
only have numerous people been 
impacted by those who are     
dying, but one only needs to hear 
the words of Jesus spoken from 
the cross to understand how He 
influenced those around Him dur-
ing His final moments before His 
last breath.  

It helps us to understand what 
can happen if we let our Heaven-
ly Father decide when our last 
breath should take place.  

What would have happened to 
the criminal on the cross if he 
had not had the opportunity, at 
the last moment, to reach out to 
Jesus with an open heart and 
ask to be remembered and         
forgiven?  Jesus’ response, 
“Today you will be with me in 
paradise,” changed his entire 
eternal destiny.   
 

What about those gathered at 
the cross and heard Jesus say, 

“Father, forgive them for they 
don’t know what they are doing.” 
Did that sentence change a hard 
heart?                                         
What did people think or learn 
when they heard His compas-
sionate words, “Son, this is your 
mother. Mother, this is your son,” 
to John and Mary. It gave his 
mother a new relationship and 
care for his beloved disciple, 
John.                                                      
 

If the Centurion had not heard 
that final cry from the cross – “It 
is finished!” – he never would 
have had the opportunity to re-
spond, “Surely this was the Son 
of God!” and the impact that it 
had for their future.  
 

We don’t know the rest of the 
story, but what if something hap-
pened that day that changed 
each one of those people’s lives 
for good – forever?  
 

Be the church in your community 
that does dying and bereave-
ment well – the way that Jesus 
did it.  
 

Be the educator that comes from 
a communal perspective and 
honour life from conception to 
the final breath.  
 

Today marks one week after the 
death of my mother-in-law. Just 
prior to her death, I had a Face 
Time conversation with her in the 
hospital. I was two thousand 
miles away from her at a speak-
ing engagement. I said, “Mom, 
Jesus is coming closer to you to 
take you to heaven.” She replied, 
“I’m so excited!” “Yes, I’m sure 
you are. But I’m sad too,” I con-
tinued. She responded, “It will be 
okay.”  
 

I will never forget those final 
words from my special mom, as 
simple as they are. “I’m excited!” 
followed by, “You will be okay.” I 
cannot even begin to share with 
you all the special last minute 
conversations she had with her 

PRAY FOR THOSE 

IN AUTHOURITY 
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  If someone 

calls you 

clumsy…. 

Say….. “I’m 

not, I do  

random gravity checks.” 
 

THE END, SEE YOU NEXT TIME, IT’S OVER, NO MORE………. 


