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   SERVICE OF  
COMMON PRAYER                                                                                 
Commemorating   
The 500th                                                                                          
Anniversary Of The 
Reformation  

A worship service 
was held at St. 
Patrick’s on     
November 12 with 
approx. 250 people in attend-
ance from many faith groups. 
Canon Gene Packwood’s    
message was centered around 
the commonalties of our faith 
in Jesus Christ.                             
It was truly a wonderful time in 
the presence of God!                        
A reception followed which 
was also well attended. Below 
are some of the clergy who 
participated. 

Here we are in the Advent sea-
son once again. When I was a 
child it seemed Christmas 
would never come. Now it 
seems it’s always Christmas! 

Many are thinking about gift 
buying this time of year. 
What’s the best gift you can 
give someone? I believe it 
might be the gift of hope. Hope 
is essential for happiness in 
life. Without hope a person   
descends into the black hole of 
despair. 

I have great hope for our 
church. There are many excit-
ing things going on here at  
Victory. Lives are being 
touched and the community is 
being impacted. I am very    
excited about our new endeav-
our happening on a school PD 
day. Essentially it is a full day, 
one day VBS experience. 

We see new people in worship 
and great hope for a bright  
future. 

Of course, the greatest gift of 
hope is that of the Christ Child 
Himself. How amazing is it that 
the Almighty Creator of the 
Universe was born a human 
infant? How amazing is the 
love of God for us in this story? 

Merry Christmas and a very 
blessed New Year! 

Pastor Jim 

 

 

Special Thanks 

Special thanks to everyone 
who made the Reformation 
Walk experience a successful 
day! Over 200 people attended 
and the Lutheran churches got 
exposure in the local media. 
The spectacular amount of  
artistry that went into the sets, 
signs, and costumes not to 
mention the actors was more 
than gratifying. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

From left to right bottom row: Fr. Philip Le, Rev. Jeff Ducelle, Fr. Francis Tran, 

From left to right back row: Deacon Terry Olson, Rev. Oz Lorentzen,                         

Fr. Tomy Manjaly, Rev. Jim Bredeson, Rev. Canon Gene Packwood, Rev. 

Shane Hein.  
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A CHOSEN PEOPLE,               
A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD 

 
On Mondays at Bible Study we 
are working through the book of 
I Peter.  There we are reminded 
that those who follow Christ are 
a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people.  It is so important that 
we remember who we are and 
what God has made us to be. 
But we also have to remember 
that God has done this for a 
purpose.  We have a purpose!  
Peter tells us that God has 
done this so that we will 
“declare the wonderful deeds of 
Him who called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light”. 
Our job is to declare what God 
has done. 
We are to be like the star in the 
Christmas story that shines for 
all the world to see. 
We are to be like the shepherds 
in the Christmas story who go 
out and tell others to come and 
see the Christ child. 
We are to be like the angels in 
the Christmas story who said 
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great 
joy which will be for all people” 
People in our world are afraid  
of many things. We get to be 
the ones to go to them and tell 
them the good news that God 
has come to them. 
We are holy.  And we are holy 
because God has made us that 
way. 
Thanks be to God that we get 
to live in it. 
 
Serving Christ together with 
you, 
Lila de Waal 
 

 

 

 

Diaconal Minister Lila de Waal           ldewaal@victory lutheran.ca 
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church 

TUESDAY,                                    
DECEMBER 5 

12:00 p.m.  

In the Fellowship Hall.    
Eat! Drink!                              

And be merry! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR BENEVOLENCE 

CHALLANGE 

$2,000 

$12,000 

$6,000 

$10,000 

$16,000 
$18,000 

$8,000 

$14,000 

$20,000 

$4,000 

$20,000 BY                                    

DECEMBER 31, 2017 

 

All candlelight 

services. 

5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

9:00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS              
WORSHIP                      
SERVICES 

SUNDAY, MORNING                                
DECEMBER 24  

9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Worship at 9:00 

and 10:30 a.m. 

SATURDAY           
JANUARY 6 

EPIPHANY 

10 AM TO 2 PM 
 

One of the associations we     
belong to as a congregation is 
Lutheran Congregations in             
Mission for Christ (LCMC).                  
It is the tradition of LCMC to 
hold three days of prayer at the 
beginning of the New Year. This 
year we at Victory are choosing 
to do something different. We 
will hold a day of prayer on 
Epiphany, January 6, 2018. 

The theme will be around the 
visit of the Magi to the Baby 
Jesus with reflections on the 
gifts which the magi brought: 
Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh. 

Our guest convener will be the 
Rev. Oz Lorentzen, pastor of St. 
Barnabas Anglican Church here 
in Medicine Hat. Oz previously 
has taught at Prairie Bible Insti-
tute and worked at King’s Fold 
Retreat Centre. 

Lunch will be served. Please 
register at the Welcome Centre. 

INTERESTING CHRISTMAS 
         FACT                                 
Christmas as a "day off" is a 
recent innovation. As late as 
1850, December 25 was not a 
legal holiday in New England, 
so stores were open, business 
were open, and children were                   
expected to attend school.  
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event for us because we got to 
share Jesus love with people who 
have potentially never heard it 
while also sending them a cool gift. 
Youth is looking to be winding 
down for Christmas in the next 
couple weeks or so, before we go 
we all wanted to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
It has been a very good year and 
we are all looking forward to the 
next one.  
 

Nick Csillag 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

JUBILEE SINGERS 

Sing To The Lord A New Song! 
 
Dear Friends, 
I’m very excited to introduce 
beautiful new pieces for the 
choir in the New Year. 
If you have a love for singing, 
we would love to have you join 
us. Any age over 16! 
We practice one hour on Thurs-
days at 7:00 p.m., and present a 
song, once a month for the 
church. 
We really do enjoy our time to-
gether, and I must say, we are a 
pretty good choir. 
I can only dream of how  much 
greater a sound we could have 
with more voices.  
Please don’t’ be shy, give it a 
try!  We will welcome you      
enthusiastically! 
Looking forward to seeing new 
faces join us for an enjoyable 
evening of music. 
 

Heather Schlichting 
Choir Director 
 

 

 

  

The rock given to you on the first 
Sunday in Advent at the 10:30  
service was made by the Sunday 
school children and youth.  We 
hope that you will help spread the 
news,  Baby Jesus rocks!                                
You are asked to go about  Medi-
cine Hat and leave them for anoth-
er to find.  It is our hope that we 
are spreading the real meaning of 
Christmas and touch people’s 
hearts.  

The children are now hard at work 
practicing for their presentation in 
the annual Christmas Pageant on 
December 17th at the 10:30 a.m.  
service. Afterward there will have a 
Christmas Party in the Ark for them 
to enjoy. 

S.P.L.A.S.H. will be taking a break 
for a few weeks and  resume on 
Sunday January 7, 2018 with a 

game of Bible Jeopardy to see 
what they  remember from our       
lessons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barb Beifus 
SPLASH Coordinator 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHRISTMAS CAMP 

Elementary School Children! 
 
A fun filled Christmas themed 
day of activities Dec 8.                
What a great  Friday, PD day to 
learn more about the Christ in 
Christmas.                                    
We will keep them busy for a mini-
mal fee (to cover costs)  while you 
are at work.  Applications are on 
the desk near the prayer room.            
Questions ??? Talk to Beth Taves 
or Donna Christensen.  

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Youth has been going very good 
over the month of November! 
Throughout the month I saw more 
youth begin to come to youth 
group and over the last couple 
weeks they have continued to keep 
coming! 
The youth group also got to be a 
part of Operation Christmas Child 
where we helped to pack the box-
es and then send them off to other 
parts of the world! This was a cool 

S.P.L.A.S.H Coordinator              Barb Beifus                beifus12@gmail.com 

 

N  E  W  S 

Family & Youth               

Director             

Nick Csillag             
youth@vidtorylutheran.ca 
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Legend:                                                     

Sanctuary = S                                      

Christian Education Room = CE 

Fellowship Hall = FH                 

Worship Area = WA                          

Ark = A  

 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service             

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Holy Communion Sunday             

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study:CE  

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO         

10:45 a.m. SPLASH: Ark                     

2:00 p.m. Advent Tea            

 

 

                                                       

 

                    

 

 

          

  

9:00 a.m. Worship Service             

10:30 a.m. Worship Service     

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study:CE  

9:30 a.m. Teen Bible Study:YO         

10:45 a.m. SPLASH: Ark             

CHRISTMAS EVE 

WORSHIP SERVICES                                               

Morning: 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Evening: 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 p.m. 

_________________________ 

 31st.,  9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service                               

10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                      

Holy Communion Sunday                               

 

 

 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: 

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: A 

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                          

                                                       

 

12:00 p.m. Senior’s Lunch: FH                                              

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                                                               

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A 

6:30 p.m. Young Adults: YO                                      

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                    

 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: 

1:30 p.m. VLW: CE   

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: A                                                

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                          

7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers: 

 

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s: 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: 

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: A                                                 

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                          

                           

 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                           

 

 

 

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                                

5:30 p.m. Private Booking: S 

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: CE                                         

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH  

 

10:00 a.m. Lila at Teeoda 

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                               

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                                                         

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                             

4:00 p.m. Private Booking:                      

5:30 p.m. TOPS: Ark                               

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: CE                                         

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH  

 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE   

1:30 p.m. Private Booking: CE                         

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                            

7:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO                                                                     

7:00 p.m. Teddy Bear Club: A            

7:00 p.m. Bible Study: CE   

 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE 

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                             

6:30 p.m. Young Adults: YO              

7:00 p.m. Bible Study: CE   

                                                   

                             

5:30 p.m. TOPS: A                              

7:00 p.m. Young Adults: YO                                                                                                

                   

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

                                        

Monday Sunday Tuesday Wednesday

   

3 

12 10 

4 5 

11 

19 18 17 

24 25 26 

DECEMBER 2017

  

31  / 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES AT: 5:30, 7:00 

AND 9:00 P.M.             CHRISTMAS DAY AT 10:00 A.M.

December 31st Worship Services at: 9:00 and              

10:30 a.m. 

           Church  Office Closed 

www.victorylutheran.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE 

 

 

3:00 p.m. Funeral                       

service for Ed Mauch 

 

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE   

                   

 

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE                                   

 

 

10:45 a.m. Worship Team: S                  

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE    

                  

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

8:00 a.m. Christmas Camp 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                             

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO            

6:00 p.m. TOPS: A                                                   

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                       

 

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH                                          

1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

6:15  p.m. Victorians: S             

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO               

8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet                      

 

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH                        

1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

6:15  p.m. Victorians: S             

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO                

8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet                                

 

9:00 a.m. Quilters: FH                        

1:15 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

6:15  p.m. Victorians: S             

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO                

8:00 p.m. 4 Victory Quartet                                  

 

 

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S               

1:30 p.m. VLW: CE                  

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO            

6:00 p.m. TOPS: A                                                

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                          

7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers: FH                                                                                                                                                                                            

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s: CE                                                                                          

12:00 p.m. Revival Prayer: S                             

5:45 p.m. Confirmation: YO            

6:00 p.m. TOPS: A                                                 

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                                                                                                                                                                                             

                           

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                            

Saturday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  2 

7 

13 

6 9 

15 14 

8 

16 

22 21 20 23 

27 28 

DECEMBER 2017 

30 

   

 

9:00 a.m. Christmas Decorating 

1  

29 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES AT: 5:30, 7:00 

AND 9:00 P.M.             CHRISTMAS DAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

December 31st Worship Services at: 9:00 and              
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have faced the cultural chal-
lenges by a disengagement 
and withdrawal approach.        
The thought here is that the 
culture has gone so perverse 
and dark that one cannot enter 
it without coming away shaped 
and stained by it.                             
One of the latest proposals is 
Rod Dreher’s, The Benedict 
Option. His book clearly lays 
out a case that Christianity is 
facing a critical moment in his-
tory. He calls for radical re-
sponse and retooling. Chris-
tians cannot effectively engage 
or shape the culture unless we 
pull away to re-group, re-think 
and re-acquaint ourselves with 
Christian foundations and con-
victions. 
Two Kingdoms As An Evan-
gelism Approach                      
It is always interesting to note 
how many non-Lutherans es-
pouse the basic tenets of        
Luther’s Two Kingdoms.                
A Two Kingdoms approach to 
evangelism takes seriously 
that God reigns over and uses 
the left-hand kingdom 
(secular world) as a primary 
way God reaches the neigh-
bour. Through the Law, it is 
also a way God keeps us in 
check and accountable to one 
another. This is directly related 
to service, love and witness.  
Our earthly vocations in this 
world are a significant way that 
god so loves the world and 
serves the neighbour. 
 

CHRISTIAN                
EVANGLEISM IN A              
CULTURE RESISTANT & 
UNINTERESTED: A TWO 
KINGDOMS APPROACH 

“To you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour who is Christ the 
Lord.” Luke 2:11 

For the few, like King Herod, 
who thought something was up 
in Bethlehem, there was re-
sistance and opposition to this 
Good News of a Saviour born 
in the city of David. For the 
many who slept that holy night 
and had no knowledge about 
what was stirring, there was no 
interest. How could there be? 
“How silently, how silently, the 
wondrous gift is given.” God 
entered our world in a pro-
found and unexpected way 
without our assent our aware-
ness.  

It is fair to say that not a lot 
has changed. This is true in 
terms of the way the dear 
Christ sill enters and in terms 
of how He is received by the 
world. There is still outright re-
sistance to the clear message 
of the Gospel and exclusive 
claims of our Lord. And there 
is also a collective yawn in the 
face of Christ, despite what He 
has come to do for all people 
in this world He so loves.  

As Christians, we all under-
stand and agree that the Great 
Commission is not an option 
Jesus offers us. We also know 
that going into all the world 
with the Gospel encompasses 
every square inch of the         
planet. This is something 
Christians can’t ignore. How 
we bear witness to the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ is within our 
cultural context is a concern 
for all of us.  

Authour James Davison 
Hunter, in his book, To 
Change The World, assesses 
and describes possible solu-
tions from a theological, histor-
ical and sociological viewpoint.  

Accommodation &                     
Compromise                                  
When the Gospel is chal-
lenged, pressed or under at-
tack, one reaction is to make 
accommodations or compro-
mises in order to make the 
Gospel fit the culture so the 
culture can accept it. Any at-
tempt to domesticate or com-
promise Christ delivers a 
Christ without the cross. When 
it comes to Christian witness, 
this proves not only to be un-
faithful but it undermines the 
very Gospel one purports to 
deliver.   
Conquer & Dominate 
Examples of this reaction 
abound throughout history,  
beginning in earnest with       
Constantine. But in recent 
times, political historians have 
noted movements such as the 
“Moral Majority” as examples 
of the conquer & dominate ap-
proach. To this day, a watchful 
eye is kept on the ‘evangelical 
vote.” This voting bloc is clear-
ly less effective and powerful 
than it once was. There are 
plenty of lesser-known move-
ments and attitudes among 
Christians that assume a 
stance of conquer & dominate. 
This stance ultimately minimiz-
es or completely neglects the 
“Kingdom on the left.” (secular 
world) 
Disengage & Withdraw            
We usually associate the 
Amish or isolated Christian 
communities as those who 
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Affirmation & Antithesis 
At the same time these earthly 
& secular callings put us in 
places and in relationships  
that can serve the Gospel. 
“The left hand kingdom holds 
the world in readiness for the 
Gospel.” Simultaneously, God 
uses the right-hand kingdom 
(sacred world) to specifically 
carry out Christian evangelism. 
This happens through first   
order proclamation of the cru-
cified Christ. It happens 
through preaching of the Word 
and the witness of all Chris-
tians.  
 
We affirm the goodness of the 
secular world (our vocations 
and God’s left-hand kingdom 
work). Yet, there is an antithe-
sis that Christians will always 
know as ever-against the cul-
ture. We live fully in the world, 
but not of  the world. The 
Great Commission is procla-
mation of the Gospel. 
 

As Lutheran’s we have some-
thing significant to offer.       
Luther’s emphasis on Word 
Alone was a confession &   
conviction  that the same Word 
that created the universe is the 
same Word that dwells 
among us is the same Word 
that calls us from death to    
eternal life. 
          (excerpts from Connections 
 Magazine article. Used with 
 permission.) 

 
 
 

 

www.victorylutheran.ca 

 

 

 

 

   DECEMBER ADVENT                                     
        TEA                   
Sun., Dec., 3 at 2:00 p.m.                                    

All members are invited to attend 
this year’s Advent Tea, hosted  by 
Victory Lutheran Women.  Please 
extend an invitation to friends and 
family to join us as well.  Our 
guest speaker will be Donna Miller 
from the Salvation Army.  She will 
be explaining the programs that 
they have in place in the city and 
ways that we can help them be 
successful.  Our Victory Quartet 
will be singing for us and refresh-
ments will be served following the 
program. 

The collection will be going to the 
Salvation Army.  Any toiletries  
are also welcome to be passed on 
to people that they serve.   If you 
are unable to attend, but would 
like to contribute to the collection, 
please use the church offering 
envelopes and clearly mark them 
SALVATION ARMY DONATION 
AND PUT THEM INTO MAILBOX 
NUMBER 153 OR HAND THEM 
IN AT THE WELCOME CENTER. 
If you     require an income tax 
receipt from the Salvation Army 
you must           include your 
name and mailing address on the 
envelope (if giving cash) or on 
your cheque. 

Striving to be a Church of the City 
it is important for us to learn about 
and support local programs that 
reach out to those in need in our 
community. 

Hebrews 3:16 And do not forget 
to do good and to share with others, 
for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.                                          
Deuteronomy 15:11 There will 
always be poor people in the 
land.  Therefore I command you to 
be openhanded toward your fellow 
Israelites (others) who are poor and 
needy in your land.  

GOOD READING IS 

WAITING FOR YOU! 

Legend has it that candy canes 
were invented in 1670, when the 
choirmaster of the Cologne             
Cathedral commissioned candies 
shaped like a shepherd’s crook 
so they could be handed out to 
children attending the church’s 
crèche scene in order to keep 
them quiet. The stripes came         
later. 



For many people, that’s what 
Christmas is.  The stories of 
good deeds circulate – inspira-
tional accounts of fine human 
beings.  Think of Bob Cratchett 
in Christmas Carol and Jimmy 
Stuart in It’s a Wonderful Life.  
Joseph in Bethlehem is that 
kind of noble hero. 
 
There’s a temptation to secular-
ity.  Secularity keeps our atten-
tion on the human dimension.  It 
honours human goodness.  It 
bows before the noble moments 
of our race.  Secularity – praise 
of the goodness we see in our 
fellow earthlings – is the highest 
that the humanists can go.    
Indeed, we are very thankful for 
people who do good things.  At 
Christmastime, be it Joseph or 
St. Nick or the Marines provid-
ing toys for tots, we are blessed 
with the kindnesses of others.  
It’s a very good thing.  Yet, we 
boldly say that secularity is not 
the apex of life, nor of this night. 
 
The noble example of Joseph – 
or your father or mother, or 
some other saint – does not 
save the human race.  Humans, 
even in our finest moments, are 
not the source of love nor the 
victor over sin and death.  We 
need more than a good role 
model. 
 
Having climbed higher than 
stuff, higher than sentimen-
tality, higher than secularity, 
there is one character left in the 
nativity to talk about. Jesus.  It’s 
His birthday, isn’t it?  There is 
one Lord we bow to, one       
Redeemer of a fallen race; one 
Light of the world, one Saviour 
of the dying.  The infinite love of 
God was concentrated and in-
carnated in this holy child of 
Bethlehem.   
 

THE TEMPTATIONS OF 
CHRISTMAS                         

 
We Christ-followers have one 
most Holy Night. For us, no    
other night comes close to 
Christmas Eve.  Yet, this great-
est of evenings on earth,       
unmatched among the 365 
each year, does not always 
reach its zenith for people.  
That happens because of three 
common temptations.  Certain 
things threaten to get in the way 
to put a ceiling on how high 
your spirit might ascend.  Folks 
get tempted to settle for a good 
thing and never discover the 
Best thing.  (The good can be 
the enemy of the best.)  So … 
think with me about three good 
things of Christmas that tempt 
us to detour away from the Best 
thing. 
 
Perhaps you’re savvy enough 
to guess one or two of these 
“temptations of Christmas.”  For 
ease of remembering, they will 
start with S, and each letter will 
relate to a character in the na-
tivity.  Here we go. 
 
In Bethlehem that Holy Night 
long ago was Mr. Donkey.  He 
gets little attention in the story, 
but he did have a supporting 
role to play.  On his back he 
carried that day – he carried the 
Lord.  So don’t “dis” Mr. Donley.  
He did a good thing with his 
part on Christmas Eve.  Howev-
er, might I say, his mind was 
not on it.  His focus was on 
stuff.  He wanted to eat.  He 
wanted a soft bed.  He wanted 
a warm corner.  His focus was 
on stuff: hay and a barn.  This 
is no fault of his; he was an 
earthly creature who needed 
stuff.  Material pleasantries 
were the highest that Mr. Don-
key’s dreams could rise.  Not so 

for us humans.  We too need 
stuff, and we enjoy the stuff we 
get on Christmas.  But we are 
created for, and capable of, a 
higher level.  So yes, we’ll enjoy 
the delicious dinner, the clothes 
and toys and new technology 
gifts.  Of course.  But if we stop 
there – if we are tempted to pin 
our hearts to stuff – real Christ-
mas has been missed. 
 
Let’s go higher.  Also that divine 
evening in Israel was Mary.  
Mary was chosen of God, pure 
and mild, a young virgin of 
great faith who bore for us the 
Saviour.  The tender scenes of 
mother and child, the dreamy 
melodies floating aloft and the 
simple beauty of love and life – 
all these soften the soul and 
give our harsh world a glow.  
Tis sweet.  We need that.  Even 
so, Christmas is no sentimen-
tality.  It’s tempting to focus on 
sentimentality – to feel spiritu-
al, to reminisce, to ponder    
ideas.  We humans need sof-
tening.  We need gentleness 
and simplicity.  It’s a gift to us!  
It’s a good thing.  But if we stop 
there – if we are tempted to 
dwell in the realm of sentimen-
tality – God’s gift on Christmas 
does not yet come. Christmas 
is not just a feeling or a warm 
experience. 
 
In the stable that cold night was 
also Joseph.  Joseph was a 
quiet hero, knowing the child 
was not his, struggling to ac-
cept and to do the right thing.  
Joseph trudged off on a long 
journey with his fiancé.  Forced 
afar by the government, reject-
ed at the inn, unfamiliar with 
childbirth – Joseph gets little 
fanfare, but perseveres quietly 
as a good man.  His story of 
human helpfulness and kind 
generosity elevates our race.  
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the “Stadt Kirche” (Martin       
Luther’s church) and from there 
to the local Roman Catholic 
parish. “How wonderful and 
pleasant it is.” 

Then on November 12
th
,        

Lutherans, Catholics, Anglicans 
and others gathered together 
right here in Medicine Hat to 
praise our God in beautiful har-
mony. 

Harmony is “wonderful and 
pleasant.” Harmony is 
“precious.” Harmony is 
“refreshing.” “And there the 
Lord has pronounced his            
blessing.”                                                    

Pastor Jim 

  

Don’t swap the mystery and 
majesty of our salvation for the 
lesser goods, nice as they are.  
What we really need, what we 
hunger for, is Jesus.  To be   
truly lifted up in joyous union 
with the God of the universe is 
to bend low in adoration of His 
intervention for us.  Nothing 
else will do.  For the broken 
hearted mourner … for the   
despicable sinner who has 
failed miserably … for the lost 
cause … for the forsaken and 
the dying – stuff and sentimen-
tality and secularity just won’t 
cut it.  We need, and have been 
given a Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Thanks be to God!                                                 
           (used with permission) 

 

There’s no accounting for taste, 
it’s said. This is certainly true 
when it comes to taste in music. 
Some people like country oth-
ers classical. Some like opera 
and others prefer rock. And yes 
there are diehards such as my-
self that still cling to disco!  

What about a mash up of heavy 
metal and polka? There is a 
group called “Die Heimat-
damisch” that has done a cover 
of an AC/DC hit!  

It should be no surprise that 
one of the greatest musicians of 
all times would like harmony as 
well. That musician was King 

David. He wrote: “How wonder-
ful and pleasant it is when 
brothers live together in harmo-
ny! For harmony is as precious 
as the anointing oil that was 
poured over Aaron’s head, that 
ran down his beard and onto 
the border of his robe. Harmony 
is as refreshing as the dew from 
Mount Hermon that falls on the 
mountains of Zion. And there 
the LORD has pronounced his 
blessing, even life everlast-
ing.” (Psalm 133) 

Harmony doesn’t require that 
everyone sings the same note. 
In fact, in a choir or orchestra 
different voices and instruments 
may sing or play entirely differ-
ent notes. It is the blending of 
that difference which produces 
beautiful music or harmony. 

This psalm is a word to individ-
ual Christians and to the broad-
er church. Harmony in the body 
of Christ doesn’t mean that we 
all sing the same note (that is 
literally what the word 
“monotony” means). Each seg-
ment of Christ’s Body as ex-
pressed in the different denomi-
nations has its own gifts to 
bring. We live in the same city, 
the City of God as St. Augus-
tine put it, but we do not and 
should not all live in the same 
house. 

In the past month I have been 
blessed to be part of several 
joint efforts. One was held in 
Wittenberg, Germany on the 
occasion of the 500

th
 anniver-

sary of the Reformation. This 
conference brought together 
Lutherans, Catholics, Messianic 
Jews, Anabaptists, Orthodox, 
Armenian, and other 
Protestants to repent and to 
reconcile. In other words, we 
found harmony. We processed 
through the streets of Witten-
berg from the conference hall to 

PRAY FOR THOSE 

IN AUTHOURITY 
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December 3, 2017                                   
Councillor Shawna Cockle,              
Redcliff 
 

Pastor Murray McNeil, Seven        
Persons Community Church 
 

December 10, 2017      
Councillor Cathy Crozier,           
Redcliff 
 

Pastors Oscar & Monica Lima, 
Iglesia Evangelica Hispana 
 

December 17, 2017                                         
Councillor Chris Czember,          
Redcliff 
Pastor Mike Leist, Little Plume 
Evangelical 
 

December 24, 2017                                  
Councillor Larry Leipert, Redcliff        
Pastors Dave Cartwright & Seth 
Maier, Crossroads                                       
 

December 24, 2017                             
Councillor Eric Solberg, Redcliff                      
Pastors Mark Burrows &                      
Larry Enslen, River Valley Com-
munity Church                                                                                     
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GOD & ADAM         

Adam was walking around the Gar-
den of Eden feeling very lonely, so 
God 
asked Adam, "What is wrong with 
you?" 
Adam said he didn't have anyone 
to talk to. 
God said he was going to give him 
a companion and it would be a 
woman. 
 

He said, "This person will cook for 
you and wash your clothes, she will 
always agree with every decision 
you make.  She will bear you chil-
dren 
and never ask you to get up in the 
middle of the night to take care of 
them. 
She will not nag you and will al-
ways be the first to admit she was 
wrong 
when you've had a disagreement.  
She will never have a headache 
and will freely give you love and 
passion whenever needed." 
 

Adam asked God, "What will a            
woman like this cost?" 
God said, "An arm and a leg." 
 
Adam asked, "What can I get for 
just a rib?" 
 

It's not easy to                         
become an                         
angel! First,                    
you die.  
Then you go to                     
Heaven, and then there's 
still the flight training to go 
through. And then you got 
to agree to wear those  
angel clothes.  
Matthew, age 9  

 


