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ROCKS & FOOD 

SPLASH needs ROCKS. Pantry 
needs FOOD. 

Here’s the details:                      
50 smooth rocks,                          
dimensions 2" x 1 1/2"           
Hot & cold cereal                     
Tuna & Salmon                           
Jam & Peanut butter                  
Juice      Cookies                              
Spaghetti & sauce                     
Canned vegetables & fruit 

Thank you 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL              

UPDATE                       

Attendance:         167                  

Weekly budget:      $ 7,672.00 

Offering:        $8,898.40 

Alma Brekko                                                      

Louis Dubourt                                          

Betty Lee Surina               

Deanna Inkster               

Lorraine Fischer                

Esther Raugust                            

 (sermon notes continued)                                                                                                   

We love despite persecution 

and despite evil. “Never pay 

back evil with more evil.” Love 

is the answer. 

 We have the power of the  
Holy Spirit to love and to live 
out that love. We have the 
inspiration of the cross of   
Jesus to see just how power-
ful that kind of love is. 

Want to learn to love? Look to 
the cross.                                            
- excerpts from Pastor Jim’s sermon 
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   TODAY’S SERVANTS                                                                      

Ushers: Harold Becker & Donna Christensen                               

Greeters: Adeline & Terri Didack        Sound: Dale Drefs                                             

Music: Heather Schlichting             Coffee: Freida Freitag, 

               Lydia Traichel              

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 

 
Welcome 
Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness 
Opening Hymn  Shout to the North 
Prayer of the Day   
Children’s Sermon       Pastor Lila de Waal 
Splash is dismissed … 
First Reading   Ezekiel 33:7-9  
Psalm    32:1-7  
Second Reading  Romans 13:1-10  
Gospel Acclamation  Alleluia, Alleluia    
Gospel is Announced Matthew 18:1-20  
Hymn    10,000 Reasons 
SERMON    
Hymn    Shine, Jesus, Shine        WOV 651 
Apostle’s Creed          LBW pg. 65 
Offering   Give Thanks 
Installation of Family & Youth Director  Nick Csillag 
Lord Listen to Your Children Praying 
Prayers 
Lord’s Prayer          LBW pg. 76 
Benediction 
Sending Song  Days of Elijah 
Go in Peace 

  

Sunday today!! 

Sign up today to participate in VLC ministries. Stay and 

eat and chat with old friends and make new ones. 

September 3, 2017    GENUINE LOVE        Romans 12:9-21 

 What does love mean? There are a lot of definitions of love.           
I think that one characteristic of love that is often overlooked is    
authenticity. The fact is that genuine love is not easy. Genuine 
love is authenticity lived out. Just look at the cross. 

 The starting point for this text is actually back in verse 1. “And so, 
dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and 
holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable.” The key phrase 
there is “because of all he has done for you.” This is hard. We give 
up or become resentful especially towards those we don’t like. 
Here is where the cross comes in. The cross was painful. The 
cross was sacrificial. The cross was forgiving! The cross is love, 
genuine love. 

 We see what genuine love is in verses 9 and 10. “Don’t just pre-
tend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold 
tightly to what is good.” “Really love,” in other words don’t just talk 
the talk, but walk the walk. This is more than words. Christians of-
ten are accused of being hypocrites because we fail at precisely 
this point. To really love means to “Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly 
to what is good.” This is the old “Hate the sin but love the sinner” 
routine. Then Paul continues: ‘Love each other with genuine affec-
tion, and take delight in honouring each other.” Honour is missing 
in our culture. The decline of civility in public discourse especially 
behind the anonymity of the internet is disturbing. Do you honour 
those whom you disagree with? 

 Then he gets specific. “Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in 
trouble and keep on praying. When God’s people are in need, be 
ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.” Don’t 
give up! Don’t give up on God! Don’t give up on others! Don’t give 
up on yourself! Pray and help. There is a quote of Martin Luther’s 
that says, “Pray as if it all depends on God. Work as if it all        
depends on you.” And finally hospitality…this is something we 
are going to be working on here at Victory over the coming year 
and preaching on specifically in a few weeks. It’s about building 
community and seeing the value in every human being. 

 But what about when love gets hard? “If you love something, set it 
free. If it comes back, it was, and always will be yours. If it never re-
turns, it was never yours to begin with. Love does get hard. The early 
Christians knew this well. “Bless those who persecute you. Don’t 
curse them; pray that God will bless them.” Pray blessing. 

      (continued on back page) 
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