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Sweden and the UK. He began 
by reporting on a poll among 
church workers in his diocese 
about what they saw as the            
biggest challenges facing the 
church.                                        
They replied: 1. a lack of confi-
dence in the proclamation of the 
Gospel.                                              
2. The bar for discipleship has 
been set too low. He continued 
by listing six places in Matthew’s 
gospel which operate as some-
thing of a manual for discipleship.                                     
1. Matthew 4:19 “I will make you 
fishers of men.” Most clergy    
follow an old model waiting for 
someone to come to them to 
seek an outlet for their spiritual 
gifts. The new model is to find the 
gifts in people which are in need 
of release and release them.                                        
2. Matthew 7:28-29. “He taught 
with authority. He called for 
preaching which sees and com-
municates the big picture with 
rhythm, harmony, and melody 
(much like jazz music), and com-
municated with forcefulness and 
life…while remaining faithful to 
tradition and the Scriptures.       
3. Matthew 8:27 Calming the 
Storm. The question was asked 
“What kind of man is this?” We 
need to provide opportunities for 
people to share their stories of 
God encounters.                                 
4. Matthew 10:5 Mission opportu-
nities.                                                 
5. Matthew 16:15 Healing on the 
streets. People today are very 
“spiritual” and in fact open to oth-
ers praying for them.                             
6. Matthew 27 See suffering as 
important time of spiritual growth. 

Afterwards I asked him if he had 
any word for churches facing   
discouragement in Canada      
especially in the face of               
secularism.                    

   (continued on page 3) 

Recently my wife Sue and I           
attended the OAS (Oasis Move-
ment) summer meeting in         
Jönköping, Sweden, sometimes 
called the Jerusalem of Sweden). 
We attended in my role of direc-
tor of Oasis Canada and be-
cause of relationships that I have 
had with several who are active 
in this movement.  

The Oasis Movement is an             
independent charismatic move-
ment within the Church of Swe-
den (Lutheran) which seeks to 
promote  healthy spiritual               
renewal rooted in the Word as 
well as being balanced and     
sensitive to the Holy Spirit with 
fruitfulness following. 

The Oasis Movement is rooted in 
the evangelical Lutheran faith 
and wishes to serve the             
Swedish church with an open-
ness to other faith communities. 

Oasis Movement is an outflow of 
the worldwide Charismatic Re-
newal. It has close contact with 
the Oasis Movement in the Swe-
dish diocese in Finland, and the 
Oasis Movement in Norway and 

Denmark as well as the  corre-
sponding movements worldwide. 

Meetings of various sorts are 
held throughout the year includ-
ing confirmation camps, events 
for priests, and two annual sum-
mer conferences held in both the 
north and the south. 

 The words of St. Francis, quot-
ed by one speaker, sum up the 
intention of the meetings as well 
as a call for the church in Cana-
da. “Build up my Church which 
you see has fallen into ruins.”  

 The power of the Holy Spirit 
was evident throughout the meet-
ings which included both high 
church liturgy and charismatic 
songs, healing prayer and con-
fession. Every evening conclud-
ed with an opportunity for prayer 
ministry and private confession. 

 The theme of this week was 
Matthew 17:8: “When they 
looked up they saw no one ex-
cept Jesus.”  

 Two speakers in particular 
stand out. One was Sister Karin 
of the Sisters of the Holy Spirit 
convent in Alsike, Sweden. The 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit are a 
Lutheran order following the rule 
of St. Benedict which works also 
with and in the Evangelical         
Lutheran Church of Kenya.         
Sister Karin has become some-
thing like the Mother Theresa of 
Sweden in her work with Syrian 
refugees. She called on us to 
dare to stand up in love for those 
in need in the strength of God.  

 The other speaker who made a 
strong impression was Bishop 
Andrew Watson, Bishop of Guild-
ford (Church of England). His 
message was of particular signifi-
cance for us in Canada as we 
face the secularization that has 
already overwhelmed            
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Bishop Watson said that Christ 
calls us to be faithful whether as 
priests or laypeople. St. Paul did-
n’t hesitate to deal with contem-
porary issues of his day such as 
sexual ethics but did not lose 
sight of the importance of plant-
ing churches.  

Times of conflict should not dis-
courage us from being ready “in 
season and out of season to pre-
sent the hope that is within us.” 
Finally he challenged us to see 
that there are opportunities in 
growing secularism. There are 
complexities without doubt but 
the call to be faithful remains.  

 In his plenary address “Sir, we 
would see Jesus,” He called the 
people to get on our knees and 
see no one but Jesus. It is easy 
to hold on to tradition and cul-
ture. It is easy to keep the seed 
of the gospel safe, controlled, 
and sitting on a shelf.” To not try 
is not an option. Risk is neces-
sary. He cited the true story of a 
woman whose response to see-
ing a drum kit in church was to 
say, “If Jesus could see that, 
he’d turn over in his grave.”  

I believe this week was a real 
time of infilling of the  Holy Spirit, 
a time of encouragement and 
challenge. Speaker Hans 
Weichbrodt, an inspirator with 
the Oasis movement (and fre-
quent speaker at Breakforth in 
Edmonton) spoke on what hap-
pens to be my confirmation 
verse, Joshua 1:9.                        
He summarized it by saying, 
“The best is yet to come.” With 
the Holy Spirit nothing is                      
impossible! 

Be strong in the Lord!  

Pastor Jim Bredeson 

FAITH AT HOME 

If you had lived at the time of 

Martin Luther, you would have 

been accustomed to seeing 

people of various religious or-

ders in your community.  Nuns, 

monks and priests were an or-

dinary part of community life. 

So when Luther left his reli-

gious order, and was no longer 

a monk, it was a huge deci-

sion.  Apparently he continued 

to wear his robes for some 

time after he left.  He still iden-

tified himself as a monk. 

Luther went on to marry and 

have children.  It became his 

conviction that the home is the 

true religious order.  It is at 

home that we live out our bap-

tism.  At Church we hear the 

Word of God preached and 

receive the sacraments of 

Baptism and Communion.  But 

at home we live it. Luther even 

called the parents the priests 

of the home.  It is at home that 

we live out our daily lives with 

Jesus and pass on our faith to 

our family. 

Of course we live out our faith 

at work and at church and in 

the larger community, but what 

we do at home is the founda-

tion.  That is why we read the 

Bible and pray at home.  That 

is why we use our homes as a 

place of ministry, a place 

where we can serve others.  

That is why we tell those we 

love about Jesus, “when we 

are at home, when we are 

away, when we lie down and 

when we rise”. 

At this time of year we are 

busy in the church kicking off 

Sunday school (SPLASH), Bi-

ble studies and opportunities 

for service.  But these things 

do not stop in the home. They 

go on 365 days a year.  At 

home we are always relying on 

God’s Word and caring for our 

neighbors. 

May God bless you as you live 

out your faith in Jesus at 

home.  May God bless our 

church as we work hard to 

strengthen each other as we 

walk with Jesus. 

Serving Christ together with 

you, 

Lila de Waal 
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church 

9:00 a.m. Traditional                 

Worship  

9:30 a.m. Adult Christian Ed
(Christian Ed Room) 

9:30 a.m. Teen Class 

10:30 Family Worship 

10:45 a.m. SPLASH 

PHILIPPIANS BIBLE STUDY 

September 12 

10:00 a.m.  & 7:00 p.m. 

Christian Ed Room 

 Peter Mehrer                                                                        

This course aims to allow people to be 
more open and truthful about their weak-
nesses and struggles, and to build an atmos-
phere of trust and accountability, encourag-
ing one another to greater maturity in 
Christ.                                                                
It will show us how to let our lifestyle con-
form to and reflect our faith more and 
more. We all know about human weak-
nesses, but we do not have to settle for it – 
God is on our side and He can change us. 
September 12 – Introduction: Paul,         
Philippi, the Roman World.                                     
September 19 – A New Heart – Philippian 
1:1-11. 

Two worship service times 

resume Sun. Sept. 18th 

Holy Communion 

First & Third                 
Sundays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 26 – A New Purpose –                  
  Philippians 1:12-19. 
October 3 – A New Attitude –                       
  Philippians 2:1-11. 
October 10 – No class, Thanksgiving. 
October 17 – New Responsibilities –  
  Philippians 2:12-18. 
October 24 – New Friendships –                   
  Philippians 2:19-30. 
October 31 – New Confidence –               
  Philippians 3:1-11. 
November 7 – New Ambitions –         
  Philippians 3:10-21. 
November 14 – New Resources –                
  Philippians 4:1-9. 
November 21 – New Generosity –               
  Philippians 4:10-23. 

 

SEPTEMBER 6 

12:00 p.m. 

First Tuesday every month 

                                                            

Grant that I may not pray alone 

with the mouth; help me that I may 

pray from the depths of my heart.                                      

   

 Martin Luther 
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7:00 p.m. 

Christian Ed Room 

Gary Ziel 

church 

Parent meeting                            

5:30 p.m.                                            

September 7                        

Youth Office                                  

Weekly classes every 

Wednesday @5:30 p.m.     

beginning September 14 

Do you wish you knew the Bible                  
better?  Do you have a longing to know 
the whole Scripture?   

Over a two year period you will cover 
both the Old  and New Testament. It is 
taught in three sections each year.  You 
can purchase your materials as a binder 
($50.) or as a digital download onto 
your computer or iPad ($25.).   

Sign up and pay for your binder at the 
Welcome Centre 

Our Caregiver Support group 
meets every third Wednesday 
of each month. Workshops, videos , 
conversations and special speakers 
highlight this time together as we 
support those taking care of special 
people. 

10:30 a.m.  

Christian Ed Room 

Monthly 

 

(continued on page 8) 

 

7:00 p.m. 

September 7 

Sanctuary 

Weekly 

VLW                            

Victory Lutheran 

Women 

1:30 p.m. 

Christian Ed Room 

Third Wednesday                       

Monthly 

7:00 p.m.                                                

Fellowship Hall 

Second & Fourth Wednesday              

Bi-monthly 

aka Prayer Shawl Ministry 
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Distinguishing Between The 

Two 

Martin Luther said that the 

key to being a good theolo-

gian is to be able to distin-

guish between Law and Gos-

pel. To be able to recognize 

the difference between the

commands and promises of 

God is central to our hearing 

God’s Word, and understand-

ing how faith works in our 

lives. 

The following illustration 

demonstrates how the same 

Word from God can be heard 

as both Law and Gospel: 

Example: The First Com-

mandment 

"I am the Lord your God…, you 

shall have no other gods be-

fore me."         (Exodus 20:2-3) 

Heard as the Law, this state-

ment is the command: "You 

must not put anything before

your faith in God … or else." It 

serves the function of the Law 

by showing us how we should 

act toward God. It demon-

strates the proper ordering of 

priorities in our lives,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISTICTION              

BETWEEN THE LAW 

AND GOSPEL 

 

In the Scripture passage above, 

the Apostle Paul illustrates two 

distinctive ways in which God’s 

Word acts on us — as “Law” 

and as “Gospel.” The Law has 

to do with the requirements 

and commandments of God, 

experienced as conditional ex-

pectations that require obedi-

ence. The Gospel, on the other 

hand, is the promise of what 

God has freely done for us, in 

the grace and mercy of Jesus 

Christ.  Both are the Word of 

God. 

God uses Law and Gospel to 

accomplish different purposes, 

and each functions in a dis-

tinct way. Like the right and 

left hands, both work together. 

When God’s  Word comes to us, 

it can serve either function  

 

 

 

LAW 
 

Type of Language: 

Conditional 

Example: 

If (human action) … 

… then (divine action) 

 

Functions of the Law: 

Provides and Preserves Or-
der Restrains and Limits 
Evil Creates Obedience 

Accuses of 
Sin Creates 
Fear Kills 

If a law had been given that 
could  make alive, then righteous-
ness would indeed come through 
the law. But the Scripture has im-
prisoned all things under the 
power of sin, so that what was 
promised through faith in Jesus 
Christ might be given to those 
who believe.  

                           Galatians 3:21b-22 

“God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not 

do: by sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh, and 

to deal with sin, he condemned 

sin in the flesh, so that the just 

requirement of the law might 

be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but ac-

cording to the Spirit.”                                           

       Romans 8:3-4 
Jesus said: “Every scribe who has  
been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is 
old.” (Matthew 13:52) 

Page 7 

www.victorylutheran.ca 

trations to describe the differ-

ence between Law and Gospel, 

and shows how God uses them 

in our lives to bring us to faith. 

 

 

 

KICK OFF SUNDAY 

This is the day you sign up to 

participate in the ministries 

and programing at Victory!                     

There will be tables in the              

narthex and  sign up sheets for 

the following: 

Philippians Bible Study 

Bethel Bible Study 

Jubilee Singers 

Victorians 

Worship Team 

SPLASH 

Youth 

 WWJD 

    Special Music  

Sowers Of The Spirit 

Library 

Good Samaritan Society 

Southview School Breakfast 

Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and promotes obedience. At 

the same time, this state-

ment also serves function of 

the law by making us realize 

how often we do not keep 

God first in our lives. It demon-

strates our sinful nature by 

pointing out our inability to 

trust in God. 

Heard as a Gospel, this state-

ment is a pure promise: "I 

am the Lord your God, you 

will (shall) have no other 

gods before me." It is the 

promise that no matter what, 

God is Lord of our lives. It as-

sures us of what God can 

and will make happen in us by 

his grace. 

The distinction between Law 

and Gospel is particularly im-

portant in understanding how 

we as human beings are saved 

by the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

apart from works of the law. It 

is not by obedience to com-

mandments that we earn eter-

nal life; it is by the free grace of 

God and what he accomplished 

for us on the Cross of Jesus 

Christ. Through the gospel

message, God creates faith with-

in us. 

Further Reading: 

Those interested in learning 

more from Scripture about the 

difference between Law and 

Gospel might want to consider 

reading the Apostle Paul’s  

Letter to the Galatians. Paul 

uses many examples and illus-

GOSPEL 
(Promise) 

Type of Language: 

Unconditional 

Example: 

Because (divine action) … 

… therefore (divine action) 

 

Functions of the Gospel: 

Creates Faith and Trust
Provides Hope Im-
pels Love 

Gives Life
Redeems

Saves 

I am not ashamed of the gospel; 
it is the power of God for salva-
tion to everyone who has faith, 
to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. For in it the righteous-
ness of God is revealed through 
faith for faith; as it is written, 
“The one who is righteous will 
live by faith.” 

                            Romans 1:16-17 
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church 

6:15 p.m. 

September 15th 

Sanctuary 

Weekly 

7:00 p.m. 

September 15th  

Sanctuary 

Weekly 

                                                               

8:00 p.m.                                                 

September 15                                            

Sanctuary                                

Weekly 

Jubilee Singers 

 

 

 
   

 

10:45 a.m.                                                                                                                   

September 10th                     

Sanctuary                                 

Second & Third Saturdays 

 

Mark your calendar! September 

11th is ‘CARNIVAL TIME”! Please 

invite family and friends and         

especially the children to attend. 

We have some new games and 

lots of food and FUN!  

Have you ever wondered, “What 

does S.P.L.A.S.H.” means? 

“SPIRITUAL PAUSE LEAVES ALL 

SOULS HAPPY” 

Please keep the children, teach-

ers and helpers in your prayers 

as we embark on this new 

S.P.L.A.S.H. year; may we ever 

be full of faith, full of hope, full of 

joy and full of love. 

Barb Beifus                               

S.P.L.A.S.H. Coordinator 

Fully Rely On God 

F.R.O.G. 

There is an exciting 

year ahead for the children of 

SPLASH. as they will be learning 

about the “Heroes of the  Bible”. 

We will begin on September 

11th after the Children     Ser-

mon with “Noah and the Ark”.  

Also a new computer workshop 

will be introduced to the children 

in grade 5 and 6. We currently 

have two interactive programs, 

“Life of Christ” and “Cal and 

Marty Scripture Memory Game”. 

It is hoped that more children in 

these grades will wish to partici-

pate in this workshop that will be 

held once a month.  

For an Outreach/Stewardship 

Project this year, parents are 

asked to ensure your children/

child bring a nominal offering to 

SPLASH. The funds collected will 

support the Medicine Hat and 

District Food Bank Brown Bag 

Program. Every school day, 500+ 

lunches are made fresh by vol-

unteers to be distributed to 32 

schools in Medicine Hat and the 

surrounding area. Unfortunately, 

the demand increases.  

This project was chosen for our 

children to help other children in 

the community. Each week we 

will watch our offerings grow to 

help those in our community 

who have less. More information 

will be provided in mid-

September. 

We are blessed to have Celyn 

and Kaitlyn Whelan continuing to 

offer childcare services for chil-

dren ages 3 and 4 during          

Sunday Worship. The pre-

schoolers will be dismissed after 

the Children Sermon and            

proceed to the Ark for activities. 

Sunday School Registration 

Forms will be made available on 

September 11th. All children at-

tending the Ark must be regis-

tered. It is important for the 

teachers and helpers to know 

your children/child and especial-

ly if they have any allergies or 

medical problems that may have 

to be dealt with.  

For myself, I am again looking 

for Sunday school teachers for 

the 2016-17 season. Unfortu-

nately, a few experienced teach-

ers have decided to retire and 

new ones are needed to replace 

them. As we use the 

``rotation`` model at Victory, 

your commitment is only for two 

consecutive Sundays. The les-

sons are prepared and the same 

lesson is taught both weeks. 

This past Sunday school year the 

children, cooked, painted and 

experienced drama as well as 

other exciting workshops. Our 

workshops are a great way to 

introduce the children to our 

hobbies.  
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10:00 Worship Service                                                                                      

Holy Communion Sunday 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

 

                    

 

 

KICK OFF & CARNIVAL 

                                                              

10:00 Worship Service                                                                                      

 

9:00 Worship Service               

10:30 Worship Service                                  

 

9:00 Worship Service               

10:30 Worship Service                                 

Holy Communion Sunday                                     

 

5:30 p.m. Confirmation 

Parent Meeting: YO

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                      

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                                                                                  

                               

 

12:00 p.m. Senior’s Lunch: FH             

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                                                               

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG 

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                    

  

5:30 p.m. Confirmation: 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG 

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                 

7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers of the      

        Spirit: FH                                                                                         

                                              

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s                                          

         Support Group: CE                                  

1:30 p.m. VLW: CE              

5:30 p.m. Confirmation: 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                  

7:00 p.m.:  WWJD: S                  

 

                                                 

5:30 p.m. Confirmation: 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                            

7:00 p.m. Bethel Series: 

7:00 p.m.:  WWJD: S                  

7:00 p.m. Cancer Support: 

 

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                                                                  

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: AG                                                               

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH  

1:00 Private Booking: ARK                       

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                    

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                                  

7:00 p.m. Elder Meeting: CE                                              

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                                                         

1:00 Private Booking: ARK                                                                      

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                               

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: CE                                        

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH  

Labour Day 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                                                                             

 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE   

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                               

7:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE       

                     

                

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE     

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                      

 7:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE                        

 

 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE    

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                                

7:00 a.m. Bible Study: CE                                        

Monday Sunday Tuesday Wednesday

   

4 

13 11 

5 6 

12 

20 19 18 

25 26 27 

SEPTEMBER 2016

  

SEPTEMBER 11                 

11:00 a.m. -                         

2:00 p.m. September 11 

www.victorylutheran.ca 

Legend:                                                     

Sanctuary = S                                      

Christian Education Room = CE 

Fellowship Hall = FH                 

Worship Area = WA                          

Ark Green Room = AG  

 

 

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                     

 

 

 

7:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal 

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE 

2:00 p.m. Tedford/Ruiz                      

     Wedding 

 

  

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE   

                   

 

 

 

10:45 a.m. Worship Team 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE                                   

 

 

10:45 a.m. Worship Team 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE    

                  

 

 

 

             

 

 

5:30 p.m. Confirmation 

Parent Meeting: YO                                                                                                                 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                      

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                                                                                                        

                                                     

 

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                     

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band: S                                    

6:15 p.m. Victorians: S                

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO            

8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S 

 

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band: S                                    

6:15 p.m. Victorians: S                

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO            

8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S 

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band: S                                    

6:15 p.m. Victorians: S                

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO            

8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S 

 

5:30 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                              

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG  

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                 

7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers of the      

Spirit: FH                                                                                                               

                                               

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s                                          

Support Group: CE                                  

1:30 p.m. VLW: CE               

5:30 p.m. Confirmation: YO                                                                 

AG                  

7:00 p.m.:  WWJD: S                                          

                                                 

5:30 p.m. Confirmation: YO                   

AG                                                                                                                      

7:00 p.m. Bethel Series: CE         

7:00 p.m.:  WWJD: S                  

7:00 p.m. Cancer Support: ARK          

Saturday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 2 3 

8 

14 

7 10 

16 15 

9 

17 

23 22 21 24 

28 29 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

30 
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KID’S CAMP 

 

It's been an exciting summer for the 

kids at Victory Lutheran! Summer 

began with VBS July 4-8. There were 

45 kids in attendance and they 

learned about being "Glory Givers" 

not "Glory Getters." The week was a 

huge success and the kids really 

grasped onto the concepts. It could-

n't have been done without the 

many volunteers who worked so 

hard!  

Kids camp ran July 22-24 at the 

Echo Dale camp site. The kids 

learned about God's unfailing and 

never ending love for them. The kids 

had an awesome time and the 

church service at the boat hut was a 

great way to wrap it up. 

Teen camp ran from August 15-20 

at Pinecrest Bible Camp in the      

Cypress Hills (SK).  This camp was for 

kids ages 12-18. The kids will be 

learning about Christian living and 

gaining a deeper understanding of 

what God has set them aside from 

the world for, all while enjoying 

God's beautiful creation! You can see 

from the pictures that we had a fan-

tastic time. 

Getting back into regular routine, 

don't forget about all our great pro-

gramming for youth!  

Kids Bible Study: This year I am 

looking into starting a monthly Bible 

study for kids from grades 4-6. We 

would meet once a month for a Bible 

lesson geared for their learning level. 

If you are interested in this for your 

kids, please contact me via email or 

phone!  

Youth Group for grades 7-12 will be 

starting up again! We will start Sep-

tember 15, from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

and will run every Thursday at the 

same time. Last year our focus was 

on learning to study the Bible, and 

the youth really did! It was exciting 

to see young people who were excit-

ed to read their Bibles! This year our 

focus is going to be on Servanthood. 

Just like Jesus came to serve, we are 

going to practice the same approach 

to our lives!  

Teen class will be beginning every 

Sunday at 9:30 am!  

Youth Band (WWJD) will practice 

every Wednesday at 7:00 pm. If you 

are a youth and play an instrument, 

want to start playing an instrument, 

or like to sing, let me know! We 

would love to have you in our band! 

We lead worship the first Sunday of 

every month.  

YOUNG ADULTS Bible Study will be 

starting again. I haven't chosen a day 

or time yet because we will have to 

work around college class and work 

schedules. If you are a YOUNG 

ADULT, let me know if you are inter-

ested! It would be great having you! 

 

If you are an adult who is passion-

ate about the youth and kids of 

this church and would like to     

volunteer with the youth ministry, 

let me know. I believe that it is SO 

important for the kids to have 

supports and role models within 

the church.  

I'm very excited to see what this year 

will hold! 

Hannah Fairbrother                                    

Family & Youth Director 

www.victorylutheran.ca 

Family & Youth Director     Hannah Fairbrother     notafairbro@gmail.com 

Victory                      

Lutheran Youth 

YOUTH  GROUP INFO 
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September 4:                              

Mayor Ted Clugston, Medicine 

Hat                                                                                                                       

Pastor Greg Keen, Dream Centre  

September 11,  

Councillor Bill Cocks, Medicine 

Hat 

Pastor Matt Round, Evangelical 

Free Church 

September 18,  

Councillor Robert Dumanowski, 

Medicine Hat 

Pastors Gary & Beth Mason, 

Medicine Hat Family Church 

September 25,  

Mayor Ernie Reimer, Redcliff 

Chaplain Darlene Page,                       

St. Joseph’s Hospice 

         + + + + + + + + 

Encourage your Pastor with an 
Antonio’s pizza and small 
cheesecake through the Praise 
FM website. Click on the ‘pizza 
for the pastor!’ tab, fill in the in-
formation and Pastor Jim may 
be the recipient of a Thursday 
lunch.                                                     
(I’m sure he’ll share with the staff!!)     

+ + + + + + + + 

encouraging                      

your                                                 

Pastor 

                     SERMON 

NOTES 

August 28, 2016   - Pastor Jim            

“What Is Your Choice: 

Mercy or Legalism”       

LUKE 14:1-6 

People more often than not will 

listen to the loudest and firmest 

voices. Much of what passes for 

political discourse today amounts 

to who yells the loudest.  

There are many people in life who 

say, “Just tell me what to do.” And 

there are plenty who respond ‘Let 

me tell YOU what to do.” And then 

there are those who believe any-

thing should go. This is why cults 

become popular and grow.          

The interesting thing is that 

“anything goes” more often than 

not is the way the leader lives. You 

see ultimately license and legalism 

are the same thing.  

Jesus teaches us that mercy says no 

to both extremes: license and        

legalism. 

You see there are two ditches mor-

ally speaking just as there are on 

the highway: on the right and one 

on the left. The interesting thing is 

that you drive toward what you are 

looking at.  

One ditch represents legalism and 

the other no moral stance at all. 

How do we stay on the road and 

not wind up in the ditch?   

Jesus showed his answer. “When 

they refused to answer, Jesus 

touched the sick man and healed 

him and sent him away. Then he 

turned to them and said, ‘Which of 

you doesn’t work on the Sabbath? If 

your son or your cow falls into a pit, 

don’t you rush to get him out?’ 

Again they could not answer.” Hu-

man life has innate dignity and is of 

greater value than a rule. “Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today, 

and forever. So do not be attracted 

by strange, new ideas. Your strength 

comes from God’s grace not from 

rules about food, which don’t help 

those who follow them…And don’t 

forget to do good and to share with 

those in need. These are the sacrific-

es that please God.” The early church 

was noted for doing good.  

Mercy is the way of God. Mercy was 

shown to us by God on the cross. We 

deserved absolutely nothing but 

punishment. But God has forgiven us 

and offered us a relationship with 

Him through faith in Jesus Christ…

not rules! 

Sometimes mercy means saying no. 

That is essentially what Jesus said to 

the Pharisees through his actions. 

Listen again to verse 9 from the 

reading in Hebrews. On one hand it 

says, “So do not be attracted by 

strange, new ideas.” All these new 

moral innovations have brought 

great happiness and love to our 

world…NOT! This is the left ditch. On 

the other hand it says, “Your strength 

comes from God’s grace, not from 

rules about food, which don’t help 

those who follow them.”                               

Our strength is grace.                                    

Stay on the road of balance between 

license and legalism, between law 

and gospel. 

travel time .  Ali and Hakima and 

their 8 children are grateful to be 

settled in their new home in 

Medicine Hat – a far cry from the 

war-torn area of Syria they lived 

in before fleeing to Lebanon.   

Here is the family unit: 

Father: Ali        Mother: Hakima 

Son: Odai – age 12                   

Son: Abdul Hamid – age 9            

Son: Abdul Jabar – age 8             

Son: Abdul Satar – age 5         

Daughter: Swsan – age 15 

Daughter: Alyamama – age 10 

Daughter: Sheren – age 4     

Daughter: Farah – age 2 

They want to give their children a 

future!  Our refugee family is 

originally from Aleppo, Syria and 

we know  from the news reports, 

let alone the Mansour’s testimo-

ny, that due to the war, nothing 

remains there. There is nothing 

to ‘go home’ to.  

The first few weeks were filled 

with the task of getting paper-

work sorted out and getting ori-

ented to local stores.  The Catho-

lic-sponsored Syrian refugees 

have been invaluable in offering 

their time and translation skills to 

our family, and building friend-

ships with us all.   

Six the children are participating 

in the Saamis Immigration sum-

mer program for refugee chil-

dren, held at Fifth Avenue Me-

morial Church. This program 

helps get the children work on 

their English and get into 

“school” mode for September.   

(continued on back page) 

OUR MISSIONAIRIES 
 
We have had Lutheran mission-
aries working in Pakistan in             
education programs. They    
believe the time has come to 
return to Canada, enter in to 
pastoral work and step away 
from the rigors of foreign     
missionary work.                                       
A communication from them 
encourages us not to be          
despondent regarding the news 
casts we view. Push forward 
with the hope we have in Christ 
to see hearts, minds and even 
whole peoples and and nations 
changed. 
Let us continue to pray, work 
and serve together in hope and 
love.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
Next we hear from the Kuhn 
family with Lutheran Bible 
Translators working for the Lord 
in Cameroon, Africa. Think of 
Luther writing with pen and             
paper to translate the Hebrew 
and Greek Scriptures. Nowa-
days, even in Africa, there are 
laptops, books, and other re-
sources. 
Even now the translation takes 
time and patience.  
Briefly, here is the process 
they’ve learned and practice. 
First the Nizaa translators 
spend time listening to another 
person read the text aloud in a 
language they can easily un-
derstand. The goal is to envi-
sion what is happening in the 
text in as much detail as possi-
ble.  
Second they proceed to take 
turns relaying the text to each 
other in Nizaa until they agree 
that one of them has nastered a 
good telling of the story. 
Third they record the translator 
as he or she speaks the text. 

Finally, the team is ready to 
begin writing the text now that 
they have an oral Nizaa version 
they can transcribe.  
The biggest advantage to this 
method is that it is a good fit to 
the Nizaa culture, which is 
mainly verbal as opposed to 
written. They are used to sto-
ries, songs and riddles, passing 
along life lessons from one 
generation to the next. 
 
Please keep our missionaries in 

prayer 

 

~~~~~~~~~ 
SYNOD OF ALBERTA & 

THE TERRITORIES 
 
Pastor Emil Krause and his wife 
Esther were recently honoured 
for Pastor’s                                           
 60th Year Of Ordination                                
at the 2016 Biennial Conven-
tion.  

Left to right:                                                  
Ella & Harold Martin, Emil & Esther 
Krause, Esther & Edwin Bowen 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~   

MHART REPORT 

(Medicine Hat & Area Refugee Team) 

THE MANSOUR FAMILY 

The Mansour family arrived in 

Medicine Hat on June 16th, safe 

and sound, after a very long    
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Need a good read? We’ve got 

it for you! 

(continued  from page 19)   

Ali is mastering our transit & bank-

ing systems quite well, He and the 

MHART team members are working 

with the Federal Government             

Officials about sponsorship funds, 

budgeting and transfer of utilities, 

rent and other necessities into their 

name. Going forward into inde-

pendence takes a lot of work and 

commitment by the family and the 

MHART team members. 

Some questions that have been 

asked and corresponding answers: 

Q: When do we get to meet 

them? 

A: Most likely not for a long while 

yet. Communication at this date is 

still quite impossible. Place yourself 

in their situation having to learn 

everything!! 

Q: May I still donate funds to 

their well being? 

A: Absolutely! They are going to 

need financial assistance for many 

months to come. 

Q: May I donate material items? 

A: Monetary donations are best as 

the children are different ages and 

sizes and menu selections are most 

likely different from ours. 

Q: When will they be independ-

ent? 

A: We are committed to support for 

one year. This question cannot be 

answered specifically at this time, 

however, we do know that Ali &  

Hakima are very proactive in learn-

ing how to live in their new country.  

Each week MHART marvels how 

God’s hand is at work, bringing this 

family to our community with hope 

in their hearts for a bright future, 

together with an amazing team of 

volunteers serving in Jesus’ name!    

 On behalf of MHART,  

 Pastor Jim                                             

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Make the popcorn! This is a 

good one for movie night. 

 


