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ASPIRE REPORT 

 We had a wonderful time with 
the team from Oasis Canada 
and Oasis Sweden. Our meet-
ings were attended by around 
20-30 people each session. We 
were challenged and encour-
aged. The team also travelled to 
Trinity Lutheran in Leader and 
subsequently to Holy Trinity An-
glican Church in Rocky Moun-
tain House. As I write this yet 
another meeting is being held at 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 
Cochrane. 

One of the themes that has      
arisen from the meetings is the 
idea of a spiritual bridge            
between Scandinavia and          
Canada. Scripture speaks of an 
“assembly of great nations from 
the north country” (Jeremiah 
50:9). This verse has been used 
in the Nordic countries (the word 
Nordic means north) as well as 
here in Canada (the true North 
strong and free) as a word of 
hope. These nations will come 
to the aid of Israel in the end 
times. 

We look forward to the strength-
ening of this bridge and the  
possibility of a mission trip to          
Slovakia in 2017. 

 

Oasis Sweden is playing              
a significant role in the grow-

ing spiritual awakening in       
secular countries in the world. 
They are intentional in calling 
people into a renewed experi-
ence of Jesus so that God’s 
people experience thriving! 

Is it just me or does time seem 
to go faster when you get older?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year I’ll have one of those 
“landmark” birthdays—you know 
when you cross the threshold 
into a new decade of living. This 
year I have to admit that I am 
beginning to consider my own 
mortality more seriously. The 
sum between my age and the 
average life expectancy of a  
Canadian male is decreasing. 
That’s not depressing but rather 
encouraging for me. The Bible 
says, “Make the most of the 
time.” And it seems that 60 is 
the new 50, 70 is the new 60, 
80 is the new 70 and so on.  
The fastest growing age bracket 
in our country is 100+. Maybe 
the scripture is being fulfilled 
that “our youth is being renewed 
like the eagle’s.”  

May is filled with church festi-
vals which underline this truth. 
May sees the celebration of            
Ascension and Pentecost.             
Pentecost is one of the most 
important festivals of the 
church. It’s sometimes called, in 
fact, the birthday of the church. 
On that first Pentecost the Holy 
Spirit fell and 3000 people came 
to faith. The church came into 
being, breathed into life by the 
Spirit. We recently hosted 
“Aspire.” The theme of Aspire 
and of our Swedish guests was 
to breathe life into the church. It 

was and is a call to revival. 

C.S. Lewis wrote in “The Chron-
icles of Narnia” that “Aslan is 
stirring.” Aslan is the Christ-
figure in the story. I believe that 
Aslan is stirring in Medicine Hat. 
Will you join in prayer for the 
outpouring of the Spirit and the 
raising up of the church in our 
city?  

 Have a grace-filled day! 

 Pastor Jim 

“Imagine yourself as a living house. 
God comes in to rebuild that house. 
At first, perhaps, you can under-
stand what He is doing. He is get-
ting the drains right and stopping 
the leaks in the roof and so on; you 
knew that those jobs needed doing 
and so you are not surprised. But 
presently He starts knocking the 
house about in a way that hurts 
abominably and does not seem to 
make any sense. What on earth is 
He up to? The explanation is that He 
is building quite a different house 
from the one you thought of - throw-
ing out a new wing here, putting on 
an extra floor there, running up 
towers, making courtyards. You 
thought you were being made into a 
decent little cottage: but He is build-
ing a palace. He intends to come 
and live in it Himself.”  
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity  
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Pastor Jim Bredeson      pastorjim@victorylutheran.ca 

Aslan from Narnia 
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If you are struggling with the 
purpose of suffering in your 
own life, spend some time 
thinking about Jesus suffering.  
Read the Scripture and        
remember. 

Another resource you could 
read would be:  Joni Eareck-
son Tada. 

 

 

May God teach us all to trust 
him through all the experienc-
es of this life. 

Lila de Waal 

 

 
 

The legislation regarding doc-
tor assisted suicide will be 
here shortly.  It makes me 
think about what has brought 
our society to this point.  How 
did we come to a place where 
we will ask those who have 
committed themselves to sus-
tain life, to now take life away? 

One of the issues that we need 
to think about is our attitude to 
suffering.  All humans experi-
ence suffering during life.  It is 
a normal part of human exist-
ence to suffer, just as it is nor-
mal to experience joy.  No per-
son experiences both in equal 
quantities or intensity.  But 
from a Christian perspective 
they both have value and pur-
pose and contrary to what 
some people say they are not 
rewards or punishments for the 
things we do. 

In our time we have worked 
very hard to get rid of suffer-
ing.  We do it through medical 
intervention and we do it 
through social supports.  But 
we try very hard to make it so 
that no one suffers.  Have we 
succeeded? No!  Even though 
in most cases doctors can take 
away physical pain they can-
not take away sadness, loss 
and grief.  Even though we 
have a great social safety net 
in Canada, we cannot take 
away the sadness of not being 

able to work and being inde-
pendent.  This side of heaven 
there will always be pain in a 
multitude of forms.                       

So how does God see suffer-
ing – his own suffering and our 
suffering…. 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for 

my power is made perfect in 

weakness.”                                                        

As we get to know our Lord we 

will learn what the apostle Paul 

learned…. “I will all the more 

gladly boast of my weaknesses, 

that the power of Christ may rest 

upon me. For the sake of Christ, 

then, I am content with weak-

nesses, insults, hardships, perse-

cutions, and calamities; for when 

I am weak, then I am strong.”     
  II Cor 12:9-10 

In light of what Jesus suffered 
for us, we can learn to treasure 
our suffering, because in those 
times the Lord can do so much 
for us, in changing us to be like 
him. When we are suffering it 
is not a time when God is far 
away…rather when we suffer 
God is very near and sustains 
us in ways that we could not 
experience otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diaconal Minister Lila de Waal           ldewaal@victorylutheran.ca 

Joni Eareckson Tada. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/801500
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwid8sKhl57MAhUJyGMKHVMZAsgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbooks.google.com%2Fbooks%2Fabout%2FA_Place_of_Healing.html%3Fid%3DbDJ_6R-FnhsC%26source%3Dkp_cover&psig=AFQjCNE_mthrHYiEo
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 church 

AT VICTORY ON                    
SUNDAY MORNINGS 

9:00 a.m.                        
Traditional Worship 

Service                           

9:30 a.m.                                 
TEEN CLASS                    

In the ARK                                     
with Hannah Fairbrother.             

(ends May 15th)  

  ADULT CHRISTIAN             
EDUCATION                  

In the Christian Ed room                   
with Judy Brown  
(ends May 29th) 

 
CONFIRMATION                  
In the Youth Office                       
with Tricia MacPhail                

(ends May 15th)  
 

10:30 a.m.                            
Family Worship Service 

Children are released from the 
worship service for 

SPASH 
In the ARK                         

(ends May 29th)                                      
 

TUESDAY                      
MAY 3, 12 p.m. 

HOSPITAL VISITS 

 

Pastor Jim & Lila are at the 

Hospital every week and 

would like to visit you. 

If you know someone in 

the hospital PLEASE call us 

so they can. 

ELEMENTARY KIDS 

CAMP, July 22-24                            

@ Echo Dale 

TEEN CAMP                         

AUGUST 15-20                  

@ Cypress Hills 

 

Kids going to YC are doing a        

Bottles can be dropped off 
at the church, in the Youth 
Office.  

Thanks for your support of 
our chili lunch fundraiser.  

$463.95                             
goes towards YC! 

JULY 4—8                   

@Victory 

REGISTRATION FORMS 

NOW AVAILABLE                         

AT THE                         

WELCOME CENTRE 

A male chaperone is 

needed for teen camp. 

Please con-

tact Hannah 

to assist with 

Camp. 

Thanks.   
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church 
Also, the children will be making 
of a special treat for mom for 
Mother’s Day. 

Where did the Sunday school 
year go? SPLASH will be hold-
ing its wind up on May 29

th
. Our 

theme for the wind up is FROG, 
“Fully Rely On God”. I hope you 
have noticed the FROG logo 
that has been popping up 
around the church. The children  
are invited to stay for some fun 
after worship on the 29

th
. More 

information will be coming your 
way as the date approaches. 

 

 

Carnival will take place in Sept. 
this year, corresponding with 
Kick Off Sunday.                                 
When we have it in May or June 
and people from the community 
attend, there is nothing to invite 
them too as Sunday School, 
Confirmation Class & Youth 
group are ending for the sum-
mer.                                                       
Having Carnival when things 
are getting started is a good 
idea. 

 

N 

E 

W 

S 

The children of SPLASH had a 
wonderful month learning about 
Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascen-
sion through acting, art and       
science. I hope you were able 
to attend the black light drama 
that was held after worship on 
the 10

th
 of April. Thank you to 

the cast and crew for this         
wonderful blessing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thanks to Eleanor and Mel 
Zabolotney for their painting 
skills. To enhance the black 
light effect, they painted the 
back wall of the drama room 
with chalkboard paint. It is every 
child’s dream to write on the 
wall, and now they can. The 
wall will be well used for future 
SPLASH activities and VBS. 

 

In the month of May our lessons 
are about Pentecost. Weather 
permitting, the first two weeks in 
May the congregation will be 
treated to sidewalk art. Be sure 
to admire the artistry of the chil-
dren; all signed works of Art!  

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqh9Hk36_MAhUW2GMKHVETCRUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usedvictoria.com%2Fclassified-ad%2FCharity-Bottle-Drive-Continues-250-812-1827_23906390&psig=AFQjCNEPw33vrxlWL
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Mother’s Day 

9:00 Worship Service              

9:30 Adult Christian Ed 

10:30 Worship Service            

10:45 SPLASH                

 

 

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                                                            

6:30 p.m. Young Adults: YO                 

7:00 p.m. Teddy Bear Club: AG 

 

 

12:00 p.m. Senior’s Lunch: FH            

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                          

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                    

 

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s 

Compass Course: CE 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                 

                      

 

9:00 Worship Service              

9:30 Adult Christian Ed 

10:30 Worship Service            

10:45 SPLASH               

Holy Communion Sunday 

Grad Sunday 

Pentecost Sunday                   

Confirmation                         

9:00 Worship Service                               

9:30 Adult Christian Ed 

10:30 Worship Service            

10:45 SPLASH                                      

2:00 p.m. Private Booking                                     

 

9:00 Worship Service              

9:30 Adult Christian Ed 

10:30 Worship Service            

10:45 SPLASH & SPLASH 

wrap up & Bible hand out              

 

9:00 Worship Service               

10:30 Worship Service                         

 

 

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s 

Compass Course: CE 

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                                  

7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers: 

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S

 

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                                                               

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG 

7:00 p.m. Elder Meeting: CE                  

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: AG                                          

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                    

                                              

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s                             

Compass Course: CE 

1:30 p.m. VLW: CE               

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                                  

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S            

9:30 a.m. Dallas at Meadow-

lands                                                   

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s                             

Compass Course: CE 

10:45 a.m. Dallas at Wellington

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                            

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                          

7:00 p.m. Victory Sowers: FH                                                                     

 

 

 

 

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                               

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH  

 

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                       

7:00 p.m. Coin & Stamp: AG                                   

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH                              

7:00 p.m. VBS Meeting; CE                                             

                                 

                 

10:00 a.m. VBS Meeting; CE                                             

1:30 p.m. Al-Anon: CE                       

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                                

8:00 p.m. A.A: FH  

 

 

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                                                            

6:30 p.m. Young Adults: YO                  

 

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                           

6:30 p.m. Young Adults: YO 

Victoria Day                       

Church Office Closed 
  

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                   

 

 

5:30 p.m. TOPS: AG                     

6:30 p.m. Young Adults: YO 

Monday Sunday Tuesday Wednesday

1 2 3 

8 

17 15 

9 10 

16 

24 23 22 

29 30 31 
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Legend:                                                     

Sanctuary = S                                      

Christian Education Room = CE 

Fellowship Hall = FH                 

Worship Area = WA                          

Ark Green Room = AG  

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s 

Compass Course: CE                            

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                                   

 

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                    

7:00 p.m. Jubilee Singers: S       

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO            

8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S 

  

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE 

2:00 p.m. Art Schmidt’s 90th 

Birthday Party: FH  

 

  

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE   

4:30 p.m. Wilson/Jans Wedding                  

 

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE                                   

 

 

 

11:00 a.m.  Al-Anon: CE    

2:00 p.m. Private Booking: FH                  

 

 

 

Youth in Edmonton until Sunday at YC             

 

 

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s 

Compass Course: CE                          

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                                  

p.m. Victory Sowers: CE                       

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S 

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                         

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO                     

8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S 

             

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                      

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO                 

7:00 p.m. Private Booking: FH                

8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S 

            

 

 

1:00 p.m. Foundations Band:: S                                                          

7:00 p.m. Youth Group: YO                

8:00 p.m. Victory Quartet: S 

             

 

 

                                              

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s                             

Compass Course: CE                                                                                        

1:30 p.m. VLW: CE               

6:00 p.m. TOPS: AG                                  

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                        

9:30 a.m. Dallas at Meadow-

lands                                                   

10:30 a.m. Caregiver’s                             

Compass Course: CE                                                                                                                                                                             

10:45 a.m. Dallas at Wellington 

AG                            

7:00 p.m. WWJD: S                          

p.m. Victory Sowers: FH                                                                     

Saturday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 5 6 7 

12 

18 

11 14 

20 19 

13 

21 

27 26 25 28 

  

MAY 2016            
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May 7: Councillor Julie Friesen, 
Medicine Hat                               
Pastor Dave Maneschyn,                 
The Bridge                                           
May 8: Councillor Jamie McIn-
tosh, Medicine Hat                              
Pastor Mark Burrows, River Park 
Church/Christ The King                  
May 15 Councillor Les Pearson, 
Medicine Hat                                     
Pastor Charlotte Thierman,     
Embassy of God                             
May 22: Councillor Celina Sym-
monds, Medicine Hat                                 
Pastor Jeff Decelle, Unity               
Lutheran Church                           
May 29: Pastor Jim Bredeson, 
Victory Lutheran Church 

 + + + + + + + + 

I urge you, first of all, to pray 
for all people. Ask God to 
help them; intercede on their 
behalf, and give thanks for 
them.                    1 Tim. 2:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you provide care for a 
family member or friend who 
is living with challenges due 
to disability, illness, or old 
age?  You are a Caregiver. 

COMPASS provides information 
and assistance through an 8 
week program.  The mission of 
this program is to empower 
caregivers and promote their 
well-being.  Participants will re-
ceive a  COMPASS manual for 
participants to use and keep as 
they continue on their caregiv-
ing journey after the group con-
cludes.     

DATE: Wednesday, May 4 

TIME: 10:30 a.m. 

PLACE: Christian Ed Room 

COST: $20.  

DURATION: 8 weeks 

Sign up sheet at the Welcome 
Centre.  

+ + + + + + + + + 

Have you looked at the bulletin 
board beside Pastor’s and 
Lila’s offices? 
Lots of events happening in 
churches, organizations and 
generally in our community. 
There are many fun, entertain-
ing, athletic and financial ways 
to help to support the work of 
churches and humanitarian   
initiatives.                                    
Here’s some of them if you’re 
looking for something to do in 
May.  
 

MOTHER’S DAY TEA 
AND BAKE SALE            
Saturday, May 7 

2 - 4 p.m.                         
St. Peter Lutheran Church 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

HIKE FOR LIFE             
Sponsored by MH Prolife            

Association                                                        
Saturday, May 7, 2016                

1:00 p.m.                                           
Kin Coulee Band Shell                   

Bring your sponsor sheet and 
walk 3-4 kilometres for life                

See bulletin boards for more 
details 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

SPRING REFLECTIONS              
MH College Conservatory of 

Music Voice Academy 
Sunday, May 8, 2016 

1:00 p.m.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

OLD FASHIONED         
HYMN SING                       

Sunday, May 15 
2:00 p.m. 

St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church                                      

Free will offering goes to the 
Food Bank 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BMF COUNTRY GOSPEL 
JAMBOREE                      

Sunday, May 15                
Tickets $20                         

See bulletin boards for                   
details 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
CHOIR OF CANADA         

Monday, May 16 
7:30 p.m. - $25.00                    

Fifth Avenue United 
Church  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
LET’S CHANGE LIVES 
WITH OUR CHANGE 

MH Pregnancy Support Centre 
will be launching their                    
baby bottle fundraising              

campaign on Mother’s Day 
again this year.    

Baby bottles will be 
ready for signing out            

at the Welcome  Centre 
on May 8th,                       

to be returned on or by 
Father’s Day, June 19th. 
Thanks in advance for 

your continued support.  
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Victory 
On The 
Go 

Victory  
Lutheran 
Church 

Victory  
Lutheran 
Youth 

@VictoryMedHat 

DEVOTIONS & SPLASH INFO 

YOUTH  GROUP INFO 

DEVOTIONS & CHURCH INFO 
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